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One of the great traditions of the MBCA | Houston section in recent years has
been the Oktoberfest celebration, which has been hosted by Hans Richter and his
crew at Texas-German Autohaus for the past 18 years.
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If there is one “must-attend” MBCA | Houston event of the year, it’s the TGA
Oktoberfest. Hans and his team put on a great show every year, featuring plenty
of authentic German food, beer, music, games, and of course, a whole host of
awesome German cars in TGA’s spotlessly clean workshop. There are also plenty
of door prizes that all attendees can win through a raffle.
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In recent years, the TGA team has put on a number of workshops and
technical demonstrations during the Oktoberfest event, detailing various systems on
vintage and modern Mercedes-Benzes and how they work. There’s also plenty of
“show and tell” whereby failed and/or worn parts are shown, and the conditions that
precipitated them are described. At the 2011 Oktoberfest event, Hans and his team
of mechanics hosted a timed contest for all attendees to see who could unbolt and
re-bolt a Mercedes M116 V-8 cylinder head the fastest. Although Hans himself won
the contest outright, several MBCA | Houston section members bested the times of
a couple of his star mechanics !
This year’s TGA Oktoberfest will be held on Saturday, October 27 at 10:00 AM,
at the TGA facility located at 3417 Edloe St., Houston, 77027.
Don’t miss what promises to be a great 18th Anniversary TGA Oktoberfest!
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President’s Message
Dear Club Members,
As always, the Fall season brings many changes, and this extends to your Club as well. The MBCA
| Houston Section recently held its election to elect a new Board of Directors, and your new Board has
already begun moving forward to plan an appealing slate of activities for the 2012-2013 season.
A sincere thanks goes to outgoing President Joseph Middleton and the prior Board for their tireless
work over the past year to lead the Houston Section. During the 2011-2012 time frame, Joseph did quite
a bit of work to modernize the Club’s processes and bring our Houston Section into the digital age. The
Houston Section now has a strong on-line presence on major social media sites such as Facebook,
Twitter and LinkedIn, and a new communications and membership tracking system utilizing Google
Applications and tools.
Joseph and the previous board also planned and executed a number of new and innovative events
in the past year, such as the DriverSource event and the Technical Session held at Barbara Jordan High
School in Houston. A heart-felt “thanks” to all of our outgoing Board members for their service.
The new election coincided with the resignation of a few board members, yet we retain a core of
experienced and dedicated Board members to carry us forward into the new year and beyond. We have a
few open positions that we would like to fill as soon as possible with section members who are passionate
about Mercedes-Benz cars and who are interested in helping us grow the Houston Section to new
heights.
Please see page 4 for more details on your new Board of Directors, and for more details on the
positions we have open. If you are interested in one of the open Board positions, please don’t hesitate to
contact me directly at (503) 805-9316 or via e-mail at gerry@vanzandt.us
To introduce myself, my name is Gerry Van Zandt. I live in The Woodlands and currently
own six Mercedes-Benz cars: a 1970 300SEL 6.3, a 1987 560SL, a 1989 560SEC, a 1990
560SEL, a 1994 E500, and a 1995 E320 station wagon. I’ve owned exclusively MercedesBenz cars since 1997, and have been an MBCA member since 1998. My family and I moved
to Texas in September 2008 (arriving just four days before Hurricane Ike!) after living for 13
years in Portland, Oregon. I have owned and run an active and vibrant Internet community for
Mercedes 500E/E500 owners at http://www.500Eboard.com, since 2008.
As your new President, I am committed to working with my fellow board members; the local
Mercedes-Benz community of independent businesses and MB dealerships; and you, the membership, to
create a club that is vibrant, fun, and relevant to your Mercedes-Benz ownership experience. I am always
interested to hear any thoughts, comments or feedback about the club -- please do tell us what we can be
doing better, and what you’d like to see the Houston Section be doing!
Here’s to a great Fall season and 2013!

Gerry Van Zandt | President | Mercedes-Benz Club of America | Houston Section
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News Snippets From the World of Mercedes-Benz
End of Maybach Brand Announced

Daimler AG in August deleted the Maybach line
of luxury cars from its 2013 model year price lists,
reinforcing its earlier decision to discontinue the
line. The Maybach brand was introduced in 2002,
and had a 10-year model run. Only around 200
Maybach cars were sold during 2012.

Mercedes-Benz Readying New S-Class

MB is in final testing for the next-generation
S-Class design, to replace the current S-Class
which has been in production since 2005. The
new design will feature advanced safety features
such as seatbelt airbags and will have LWB, SWB
& a Limited model (to replace the Maybach).

Mercedes Testing S-Class Cabriolet

During October, prototypes of a new Mercedes
S-Class convertible were spotted in Germany. The forthcoming S-Class cabrios will be
larger than the E-class convertibles currently
on the market, and will place Mercedes-Benz
squarely in competition with Rolls-Royce and
Bentley. It should be a highly profitable vehicle for Mercedes-Benz. The new convertible is
expected to be available in 2014.

MB Sales Up 7%, Taking Lead from BMW

Mercedes-Benz sales in the US jumped 7% in
September 2012 over September 2011, and
solidified its lead over BMW as the US luxury-car
sales leader in the USA.

Mercedes-Benz Shows Off Yacht Design

Mercedes-Benz in September showed off its
first-ever luxury yacht design at the 2012 Monaco Boat Show. Daimler has created a new brand
called “Silver Arrows Marine” for its yacht designs.
-- compiled by your Editor

Upcoming MBCA | Houston Section Events
At its September Board of Directors meeting, your board began putting together a framework for a
broad slate of events for the coming fall, winter and spring months. Be sure to look out for the following
events:

– 2012 Holiday Event: We are planning to have the Houston Section Holiday Event on
December 9 at the City Club of Houston. Stay tuned for more details very soon!
– Fall Autocross: Our planned location for the Fall MBCA Autocross was not able to
accommodate us, so we’re in the middle of scheduling a new date and place for this perennial
favorite. Let’s hope that it lands on a weekend with good weather.
– Technical Sessions: We’re planning two more technical sessions -- one for December and
one for the early spring time frame. Our December Tech session will be at the Barbara Jordan High
School in North East Houston, which was a successful venue for our last session.
– Another session at DriverSource: Our last event at DriverSource in Houston was so fun and
full of automotive eye-candy, we’re planning a follow-up event for early in 2013. Stay tuned!

Page 4											The
Houston Star
MBCA | Houston Section Newsletter

MBCA | Houston Section Elects New Board of Directors
On Sunday, September 30, the MBCA | Houston Section held its annual Election Dinner at
Benjy’s Upper Washington Restaurant in Houston. This year’s Election Dinner was sparsely attended
(something we’ll work to change for next year), but we did have a quorum on hand to conduct the
official purpose of the meeting -- to elect and ratify the club’s Board of Directors for the 2012-2013
year.
The results of the proceedings, and your newly elected club board, are as follows:
President: Gerry Van Zandt			

Vice President: Vacant

Treasurer: Gerry Grogin				

Secretary: Ali Durvesh

Membership Chair: Gerry Van Zandt		

Technical Chair: Ali Durvesh

Social Chair: Nina Midway				

Newsletter Editor: Gerry Van Zandt

Board Member: Mike Haney			

Board Member: Norm Glorioso

					Board Member: Vacant

Texas-German Autohaus, L.P.
Service and Repair of MERCEDES and BMW Automobiles
EUROPEAN PERFORMANCE
Located on Edloe St., between Richmond and Westheimer.
State of the Art computerized equipment and tools.
Oil Change Special while you wait.
Complimentary Shuttle Service to your home or office.
Free oil & filter change using standard mineral oil or $35.00 for
synthetic motor oil, for new Mercedes Benz club members, with
this ad. (Limit one per customer)
Factory trained and certified technicians.

3417 Edloe St. Houston, Texas 77027
Tel. (713) 850-8282 Fax (713) 850-8818

The TGA Team
50 years of experience
visit online @ www.t-g-a.com
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TGA Oktoberfest Scenes

We hope to see you on Oct. 27 !

F&J EUROPEAN AUTO PARTS INC.
6115 Clarewood
Houston, TX 77081

SPECIALIZING IN MERCEDES BENZ PARTS
FORMERLY WITH MORITZ E.C.P.
PH 713/773-0887		
Parts Rep.
FX 713/773-0767		
FEDERICO & JAVIER
Questions? Call your Section President at 832-713-MBCA or the National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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Mercedes-Benz Marks the 40th Anniversary
of the First S-Class Cars
At the Frankfurt International Motor Show in September 1972, Mercedes-Benz premiered not only a
new generation of its flagship luxury-class vehicle but also a new name – the sedans were now officially known
as the Mercedes-Benz S-Class. The ‘S’ abbreviation for top-of-the-line Mercedes-Benz models had been in
use since 1949. But now, the ‘S’ (not to be confused with the supercharged cars of the 1920s) had become
the badge for an entire family of cars. In 1993, the nomenclature was extended to include other cars in the
Mercedes-Benz range, beginning with the C-Class, E-Class, and G-Class.
Long before the S-Class was given its official
designation, however, the reputation of the MercedesBenz brand for offering high-end vehicles with an
emphasis on luxury, comfort, and safety had been
firmly established. The direct ancestral line of the
S-Class begins in the post-war period with the
Mercedes-Benz 220 (W187, 1951 to 1954). Before
the Second World War, it comprises an unbroken
heritage of several model series that were developed
in parallel and which date back to the origins of
the Mercedes brand in the early 20th century. An
early and eye-catching example is the MercedesSimplex 60 hp launched in 1903. The then top-of-therange model is now one of the finest exhibits in the
Mercedes-Benz Classic collection. The elegant and luxurious touring sedan from 1904 was once the personal
property of Emil Jellinek, a key protagonist in the story of the Mercedes brand.
The model series 116 replaced the W 108/109 series and initially comprised three models – the 280 S,
280 SE, and 350 SE. The 280 S and 280 SE models featured the six-cylinder M 110 engine with dual overhead
camshafts that had made its debut in the W 114. An M 116 V8-engine powered the 350 SE, which six months
later was followed by the 450 SE with its larger M 117 4.5-litre V8-engine. The 450 SEL and 350 SEL appeared
in 1973 with a wheelbase lengthened by an extra 100 millimetres. This additional space served to increase
legroom in the rear. The long-wheelbase version was launched in
April 1974 as the 280 SEL.
One noteworthy engineering innovation first featured
as standard in the 116 series sedans was the double-wishbone
front suspension with zero-offset steering and anti-dive control,
as trialled in the C 111 prototype. This greatly improved how the
vehicle handled and thus represented a significant advance in
active driving safety. The rear suspension of the models with the
2.8-litre and 3.5-litre engines was more or less the same as the
diagonal swing arm type that had proven its worth over many years
in the W 114/115 ‘Stroke Eight’ models and which had also been in
use in the 350 SL since 1971. The 4.5-litre models were fitted with
a coupled-link axle – a specially designed version of the diagonal swing rear axle that prevented the vehicle
rear from dipping when driving off and accelerating.
In terms of passive safety, too, the S-Class with its integrated safety concept was at the engineering
forefront. The fuel tank, for example, was no longer positioned in the rear end but above the rear axle to
continued on next page
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protect it from collisions. In the interior, maximum protection was offered by the heavily padded instrument
panel, yielding or recessed switches and levers, and a four-spoke safety steering wheel with impact absorber
and broad padded boss. The most significant improvement over the preceding series was an even stronger
safety passenger cell with stiffened roof-frame design, high-strength rigid roof and door pillars, and reinforced
doors. By controlling
the deformability of
the front and rear end,
it was possible to
greatly improve energy
absorption in the front
and rear crumple zones.
Special wind
A-pillars guaranteed
conditions these served
water, keeping the side
weather. Other safety
wrap-around indicators
even from the sides,
whose ribbed surface
resistance against dirt.

deflectors on the
good visibility. In wet
as channels for dirty
windows clean in bad
features included
that were highly visible
and large rear lights,
profile offered excellent

In May 1975, Mercedes-Benz unveiled the 450 SEL 6.9 – the new flagship model in the series and true
successor to its spectacular 300 SEL 6.3 (W 109) high-performance sedan. The powerful 6.9-litre V8-engine,
developed from the highly successful 6.3-litre unit of its predecessor, achieved an output of 210 kW (286 hp)
and maximum torque of 56 mkg (549 newton metres). The self-levelling hydropneumatic suspension – featured
for the first time in a Mercedes-Benz passenger car – guaranteed the utmost in ride comfort.
In May 1978, the model range of the model series 116 was expanded even further. As the latest addition to the
family, the 300 SD attracted just as much attention among connoisseurs as the 450 SEL 6.9 had done three
years earlier, despite its position at the opposite end of the performance scale. For the first time in the history
of this vehicle category, the new S-Class was powered by a diesel engine – making it a trendsetter way ahead
of its time. The 3.0-litre five-cylinder unit, which had proved so successful in the mid-range 240 D 3.0 (80 hp/59
kW) model, was given a turbocharger for its new assignment in the S-Class, increasing the output to 85 kW
(115 hp).
The ABS anti-lock braking system, an engineering innovation of significance
that points the way ahead, was offered as a world exclusive in the S-Class
sedans (model series 116) from autumn 1978. Developed in collaboration with
Bosch, it ensured that the vehicle would respond fully to the driver’s steering
action even in an emergency brake situation, thus making a vital contribution
to active safety. The market launch of ABS was seen as nothing short of
sensational at the time. Today, it is almost universally present across all
segments and has been available even in small cars for many years.
Unit sales of 473,035 for the S-Class sedan model series 116
The successors to the first S-Class series – the model series 126 – were
unveiled in September 1979 at the International Motor Show in Frankfurt.
Production of the various model series 116 was gradually phased out between
April and September 1980. Of the 473,035 units built in this model series, the last vehicle to undergo final
inspection at the Sindelfingen plant was a 300 SD. The most successful variant in the series has been the 280
SE sedan (150,593 units), compared with sales of 4,266 units for the 350 SEL model. The 300 SD, made for
the North American market, sold a total of 28,634 times.
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Scenes from MBCA Starfest 2012
Mercedes-Benz Club of America held its semi-annual StarFest gathering this year in Phoenix, Arizona
from September 28-October 3.
StarFest is MBCA’s premier national event and it happens every two years. It involves a host of
activities over the five-day span of the event, including a variety of banquets; track events (autocross,
defensive driving, timed acceleration runs and time trials); a concours d’elegance; and a road rallye. StarFest
is a fun and action-packed venue that is the ultimate event for aficionados of the three-pointed star!
Here are some views from StarFest 2012:
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Mercedes Marketplace
1987 Mercedes-Benz 560SEL
97000 Miles — Original Paint & Interior
Maintained by TGA past six years needs nothing
Many extras including 750W Sony/JLAudio/MBQuart sound
An outstanding classic 126 priced at $13,500
(281) 416 - 0936
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1960s era Mercedes-Benz parts for sale
* Set of 4 MB factory original alloys (14 X 6) with 195/70R14 Kelly Metric 600’s
mounted
(<2000 miles).
They include the center hub covers and correct wheel nuts.
They are ready to bolt on and go - complete and great “driver” condition.
No damage to the metal (curb rash or otherwise).
I had been using these occasionally on my 280SL until I sold her. $600.
* Original steering wheel in black. Removed from 1968 280SL, but will fit many
1960’s
cars. Great condition, but not perfect. $400 OBO.
* Kangol 2-point seat belts and mounting hardware Black, no damage, but appear
used. $400 OBO.
* Sevice manuals for cars between 1958 and 1969 (Big Blue Book). Different books
(cover different topics). $130 together.
* Rubber door seals for W113 - both L&R. $60
Will send photos upon request
Contact sctripp@comcast.net

Hardtop for 1983 380SL or similar model

Selling a dark green hard top with an ivory headliner being offered for free.
Just come and pick it up.
Contact: Joe Fischer at: joe.fischer-vbj@sbcglobal.net or (713) 850-1128.

Questions? Call your Section President at 832-713-MBCA or the National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org

MBCA | Houston Section
Gerry Van Zandt, Editor
18 S. Frosted Pond Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77381-4754

Officers
President		

Gerry Van Zandt
mbca.houston@gmail.com | 503-805-9316

Vice President

Vacant

Secretary		

Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com

Treasurer		

Gerald Grogin
gerrygrogin@att.net | 713-667-8979

Events Chair		

Nina Midway
ninamidway@aol.com | 281-686-2989

Membership Chair		

Gerry Van Zandt (acting)

Technical Chair		

Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com

Immediate Past President
Joseph Middleton
editorjoseph@gmail.com | 713-487-8197

Directors
Norm Glorioso
Mike Haney

Charles Boyd
E-mail:

ncglorioso@comcast.net | 713-397-1830
mhaney@3dtriad.com | 713-298-4580

Regional Director

580-255-4040
cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events
TGA Oktoberfest
October 27, 2012

MBCA Fall Autocross
TBD Fall 2012

Holiday Event

December 9, 2012

Board of Directors Meeting
November 13

Board Meetings are open to ALL MBCA | Houston Section
members. Board Meetings are held every 1st Tuesday of
odd numbered months at 5:30 PM in the 2nd Floor Conference Room at Mercedes-Benz Greenway (3900 Southwest
Freeway. Houston, TX 77027), unless otherwise noted.

Newsletter Editor

Gerry Van Zandt			
503-805-9316
Editor’s e-mail:
gerry@vanzandt.us
Club Website:
http://www.mbca.org/houston

Are you moving?
To change your address, visit the MBCA website at:
				 http://www.mbca.org

Let’s keep in touch!

If your e-mail address has changed from that
which you gave to MBCA when you joined, or if
you just want to make sure you receive future
newsletters, send your preferred e-mail address to
gerry@vanzandt.us, or update your info at:
				
http://www.mbca.org

The Houston Star is the official publication of
MBCA | Houston Section, and is provided solely for the
benefit of its members. Opinions and ideas are for information only. No official authentication is implied by the
editor/publisher, MBCA, MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG. No
inference should be made that the products or services
advertised or reported herein have the approval or recommendation of the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBUSA,
MBAG or DBAG. Consult an authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for specific applications to your vehicle.
Material for publication may be sent to editorjoseph@
gmail.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month for the
following month’s issue. The editor reserves the right to
edit, and to refuse, any submissions and/or advertising.
Submission of material constitutes permission to publish.
Permission to reproduce material original to the Houston
Star is granted provided proper credit is given.

