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Upcoming Events

Changes within the Club

October 17:
Day Trip to Dick's Classic
Garage in San Marcos

Due to time constraints, Steve Russell and
Marjorie Russell have resigned from their positions
as President and Secretary of the Houston section,
respectively. As a result, several changes have
occurred in the Board of Directors:

November 7:
Oktoberfest at TGA

November 14:
Members Appreciation
Dinner

December 5:
Holiday Party/40th
Anniversary Party

At the September 5 board meeting the board
unanimously voted to install Joseph Middleton as
Interim President and Kara Armstrong as Interim
Secretary. These changes will be in effect until the
annual Election Dinner when members will be able
to vote for these and all board positions.
In addition, the newsletter has received a slightly
updated format. We hope you find the new style
to be easier to read and more visually appealing.

MBCA | Houston is on Facebook!
See what’s happening in the club and get the latest up-to-date event information.

Connect with us at
facebook.com/mbcahouston

President’s Message
Dear Houston Section Members,
Let me take this opportunity to introduce myself, or re-introduce myself for those
of you who have been in the Club for more than a few years. My name is Joseph
Middleton, and as of September 5, 2015, I am the Interim President of the Houston Section. I have been a member of MBCA since 2005, and in my time with the
Club have served as a Board Member (2008, 2013-2015), President (2011-2012),
Newsletter Editor (2010-2012), Secretary (2008-2010), Membership Chair (20102012), and Webmaster (2015-present). As you can see, I’m no stranger to the
Houston Section.
In September, the Houston Section sponsored a Tech Session hosted by Steve
Schlanger of UnwiredTools. Steve provided an excellent presentation on how to
solve problems with the notoriously troublesome ACCII climate control systems
in many 1976-1981 Mercedes-Benz vehicles. You can read all about the Tech
Session in this issue of the Houston Star. Additionally, the Houston Section
hosted its first overnight trip in a long time with the Casino Run to L’Auberge in
Lake Charles. You can find a recap of that event in this issue of the Houston
Star, as well.
Our upcoming events for the remainder of 2015 include a drive to San Marcos to
visit Dick’s Classic Garage on Saturday, October 17th, which coincidentally is also
the day of the Club’s 40th Anniversary! Dick’s Classic Garage opened in 2009 and
was founded by Dick Burdick, who was also the owner of the Central Texas Museum of Automotive History located in Rosanky. The Club visited the Rosanky location during the 2011 Bluebonnet Run. The Rosanky location closed in 2012,
and many of the cars housed in Rosanky were relocated to San Marcos. More
information about this drive can be found in this issue.
On November 7th, we’ll join Hans Richter and the rest of the Texas German Autohaus (TGA) crew for the 22nd Annual TGA Oktoberfest. Yes, we know Oktoberfest
is typically held in October, but due to scheduling conflicts, Hans will have to host
the Oktoberfest in November. That’s not an issue for us though. It’s never too
late for the big party that Hans throws. With free German beer, free German
food, German music, and quality door prizes, what’s not to like?

(continued on next page)
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President’s Message
(continued)
Our Members Appreciation Dinner will be on Saturday, November 14th at The
Capital Grille. Keep an eye out for next month’s issue and on our Facebook page
for more information.
We’ll close out the year with our Holiday Party/40th Anniversary Party on Saturday, December 5th from 6-9pm at Mercedes-Benz of the Woodlands. You only
turn 40 once, so come out and celebrate this milestone with us!
Your Board is busily creating a calendar of events for 2016. The Houston Section
is concentrating on creating a calendar of events that will appeal to a wide spectrum of the 300+ Mercedes-Benz owners and enthusiasts in the Houston Section. We know you have a variety of interests, so we’re planning social events,
technical sessions, museum tours, scenic drives and meetups. We are building a
Houston Section that’s welcoming, and has something for just about every type
of Mercedes-Benz owner and enthusiast in the Houston Metro area.
There’s just one more thing to add to this message. To keep up with the latest
news and events, be sure to like us on Facebook: facebook.com/mbcahouston
Happy Motoring!
Joseph Middleton | Interim President | Mercedes-Benz Club of America | Houston Section

The new Mercedes-Benz S-Class coupe
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Event Report: Unwired Tools Support Day
Saturday September 12
By Joseph Middleton
Mercedes-Benz made extensive use of vacuum in their cars during the
1970s and 1980s. While other automakers depended on manual controls or electronics to control certain functions and amenities, Mercedes-Benz used vacuum
to control their climate control systems, door locks, diesel engine shutoff
(goodbye start/shutoff knob!) and in the cases of some coupes, locking seat
backs.
After decades of constant operation, these vacuum systems wear out.
Leaks develop, and parts need replacing. To some MB owners, diagnosing vacuum system failures and replacing parts seems like a daunting and expensive
task. Fortunately, this does not have to be the case when you have the right
tools and expertise. This brings us to Mr. Steve Schlanger of UnwiredTools, LLC.
Steve Schlanger is the owner of UnwiredTools, which is based in Flagstaff, Arizona. Steve founded UnwiredTools to create products that would provide high
tech solutions and bring reliability to old-tech systems using mechatronics.
Mechatronics is the combination of mechanical solutions and electronics, computers, and software to provide solutions for problems.
The ACCII Climate Control system was used on most North American spec
Mercedes-Benz vehicles from 1976 to 1981. ACCII was based on Chrysler’s AutoTemp II system, which was used by Chrysler from 1971 to 1973. The ACCII system was not robust in the first
place, even when used by Chrysler as AutoTemp II. This system
was the cause of much climate
control related woe to early 70s
Mopar owners with cars
equipped with AutoTemp II, and
later, MB owners with ACCII systems. Steve’s ACCII Upgrade Kit
replaces the OEM Servo and
Servo Amplifier in ACCII
equipped cars, and we were able
to see the kit installed and working in an attendee’s 1979 300CD.
Steve Schlanger gives his presentation about the
operation of vacuum systems.
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(continued on next page)

Event Report: Unwired Tools Support Day
Saturday September 12
(continued)
Steve started the
Support Day at
10am on Saturday, September
12, 2015 at
Texas-German
Autohaus (TGA)
with a presentation to MB owners and some of
the TGA staff and
technicians who
were present.
Steve utilized
diagrams and
schematics to
show how vacuum systems
work in ACCII equipped cars, and how to diagnose and fix vacuum leaks. After
the introduction to the vacuum system, the group took a break for a lunch, and
then regrouped for the installation of an ACCII Upgrade Kit in Mike Sandesky’s
1979 300CD. Steve tested for leaks and found a leak due to a crumbling 3-way
vacuum connector. The connector was replaced as the Upgrade Kit was installed
into Mr. Sandesky’s 300CD. After about an hour of work, the kit installation was
complete, and Mr. Sandesky had a Climate Control system that may have needed
a Freon recharge, but was finally blowing air again. Other members’ cars were
also checked for vacuum leaks including Leon Hulon’s 1982 300CD, Jim Gilliam’s
1978 450SL, and Dan Goshorn’s 1981 560SLC.
The Support Day was a rousing success. Thanks go out to Hans Richter at
TGA for graciously allowing the use of his facilities, Mike Speer for spearheading
this event and providing refreshments, lunch, and providing Steve with transportation during his visit, and Houston Section Board Member Dan Goshorn for his
help in organizing Support Day.
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Event Report: L’Auberge Casino Overnight Trip
Saturday September 26
By Jeremy Wood
On what turned out to be quite a rainy day, MBCA
Houston traveled to the L'Auberge Casino in Lake Charles,
Louisiana. In attendance from the club; Gerald and Helaine
Grogin, Kara Armstrong, Ethan Wood, Jeremy Wood, and
two other couples that were friends of ours and not affiliated with the club. We all met for dinner at 10pm, after a
hard-fought win by the Aggies, that we watched from the
VIP Lounge (many thanks to Ethan for the excellent accommodations made for all of us); and walked over to the Golden Nugget for a steak
dinner with our group and friends. Dinner was excellent and a great time was
had by all. Dinner wrapped up a little after midnight and we returned to the VIP
Lounge for more scotch, and then on to the gaming floor for an evening with
Lady Luck. Ethan, Kara, and their guests were even lucky enough to have a private yacht tour and drinks with the captain.
While no-one hit the million dollar jackpot, everyone had a great time and
the trip was a real success. I know a few of our members may have missed this
trip, due to the short notice, so if you’re interesting in going on our next Casino
adventure, please email Ethan.Wood@EclipseGroupLLC.com so we can get another group together.
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Daytrip to Dick's Classic Garage and Car Museum
Saturday October 17

The Houston Section will take a daytrip to visit to Dick’s Classic Garage in
San Marcos on Saturday, October 17, 2015 (our 40th Anniversary!) with a rain
date of Saturday, October 25, 2015. We will gather at Starbucks at 14607 Memorial Drive at Dairy Ashford at 9:00am and proceed on our journey to San Marcos
at 9:30am with an anticipated arrival time of 12:15pm.
Upon arriving, we’ll have a quick cake and punch reception in the conference room, and then tour the collection. After touring the museum, we will drive
to Smitty’s BBQ in nearby Lockhart (The BBQ Capital of Texas) for a hearty
lunch. Admission to the museum is $6 and will be payable to the museum at the
door. Please RSVP to Joseph Middleton at editorjoseph@gmail.com by Thursday,
October 15, 2015.
Event Details:
What: Daytrip to Dick's Classic Garage and Car Museum
When: Saturday October 17, 2015 @ 9:00am
Where: Meet at Starbucks Memorial:
14607 Memorial Drive at Dairy Ashford
Houston, TX 77079
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Oktoberfest at TGA
Saturday November 7
One of the most anticipated events of the year is finally here: Oktoberfest!
Only this year, it won’t actually be in October. That doesn’t mean it will be any
less fun however.
German food. German beer. German music. German cars. It will all be
there. This legendary event is very popular and for good reason. Hans Richter,
owner of TGA, has graciously hosted this event for over two decades now. In
addition to all the aforementioned goodies, there will also be outstanding door
prizes handed out.
The celebrations will be starting at 10am on Saturday November 7th. We
hope to see you there!

Event Details:
What: Oktoberfest
When: Saturday November 7, 2015 @ 10:00am
Where: Texas German Autohaus
3417 Edloe St.
Houston, TX 77027
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Members Appreciation Dinner at The Capital Grille
Saturday November 14
Last year MBCA Houston hosted dinner at The Capital Grille with much success. The event was truly enjoyed by all who attended and the food universally
applauded. As a result, MBCA Houston has been planning to make a return trip
to The Capital Grille in 2015.

Member cars outside the restaurant at last year’s event.

As such, we’ll be hosting our Member Appreciation Dinner this year at The
Capital Grille to savor their fine flavors once again. Details of the event are still
being planned. RSVP and payment information will be included in the November
newsletter and posted on Facebook when it becomes available.
Event Details:
What: Members Appreciation Dinner
When: Saturday November 14, 2015—Time TBD
Where: The Capital Grille—Galleria
3417 Edloe St.
Houston, TX 77027
RSVP: TBD
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For Sale
Mercedes-Benz Automobiles, Parts, and Accessories
Members: Ads are free to Houston Section members and will run for one
month. If you would like to renew the ad, you must email us and let us know by
the first of month. All ads are limited to 100 words and one photo.
Non-members: May post an ad for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories for $25.00 per month. Ads for non-members will run for one month. If
a non-member wishes to renew their ad, they must pay an additional $25.00 for
each month. All ad fees are due by the first of the month.

Ads for non Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories will not be
accepted.
Mercedes-AMG GT S named MOTOR TREND Best Driver’s Car

For more info, see:
http://www.motortrend.com/features/performance/2015_motor_trend_best_drivers_car/
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MBCA Houston Section
PO Box 7218
Spring, TX 77387
mbcahouston.org

Welcome New Members
Jeffrey Edwards
Langley Ho
Jeff Hsu
James Lesch
M Luebe
Patrick Mahoney
John McMahan
James Turner

Board of Directors
Interim President
Joseph Middleton
editorjoseph@gmail.com
Vice President
Jeremy Wood
jeremy.wood@c3tel.com
713-677-9668
Interim Secretary
Kara Armstrong
kara.l.armstrong@gmail.com
Treasurer
Gerald Grogin
gerrygrogin@att.net
713-667-8979
Board Members
Marvin Boyd
mwboyd@embarqmail.com
281-360-1766
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com
Dan Goshorn
dgosh28@hotmail.com
Bernard L. Middleton
blmiddleton@aol.com
713-875-0304
Ethan Wood
ethan.wood@eclipsegroupllc.com
Nina Midway
ninamidway@aol.com

Regional Director
Gene Jurick
gjurick@tx.rr.com | 972-461-1981
Newsletter Editor
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Anthony Anderson
John Goott
Emil Hunter
Renford Keener
Melvin Lofton
Michael Nowotny
Nancy White
Pete Wiggin

Some photos used in this newsletter are by special
permission of Daimler AG

The Houston Star is the official publication of the
Houston Section, MBCA, and is provided solely
for the benefit of its members. Opinions and ideas
are for information only. No official authentication
is implied by the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBAG or DBAG. No inference should be made
that the products or services advertised or reported herein have the approval or recommendation of the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG
or DBAG. Consult an authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for specific applications to your vehicle. Material for publication may be sent to
MBCA Houston Section, PO Box 7128, Spring,
TX 77387. Deadline is the 10th of each month for
the following month’s issue. The editor reserves
the right to edit, and to refuse, any submissions
and/or advertising. Submission of material constitutes permission to publish. Permission to reproduce material original to The Houston Star is
granted provided proper credit is given.
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