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Capital Grille Dinner and Presentation
September 27th “Automobile Collision”
Your Rights After an Accident
Do You Know Your Rights
After an Accident?
Bob Schretter, AutoNation Collision Center
(Mercedes-Benz, BMW certified) will be our very
special guest speaker in late September at the
multiple award winning “Capital Grille”.
He will describe his facility, its operation and the
benefits of having your vehicle repaired there in
the event of an unfortunate accident.
He will also discuss your rights as an
insurance policy holder and what you need to
know after and automobile accident.
(Continued on page 3.)
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President’s Message
Hello Houston Section Members,
Our upcoming dinner event at the multiple award winning
Capital Grille, promises to be a very elegant and enjoyable
evening. Not only will you be able to enjoy some of the finest
food in the Houston area, but you will also learn about your
rights after an auto accident and how to ensure that you are
getting the correct settlement from the insurance company. Do
you know what your rights are if the insurance company wants
to use parts from a junkyard to repair your car? What if your
insurance company wants to use “aftermarket parts” that do not
meet the original equipment manufacturer’s specs?
Whilst you may never be in an auto accident in your lifetime,
chances are that you may be at some point. Learning your rights before you have an accident is
something everyone needs to know. The seating for this event is very limited and the Board of
Directors encourages you to RSVP and pre-pay for your dinner as soon as possible using the link in
this newsletter. Deadline for RSVP’s and payment via the PayPal link in this newsletter is Sept
15, 2014 at midnight. We hope to see you at the Capital Grille!

Why is an RSVP and Pre-payment needed for Dinner Events?
For many years, the Houston Section held dinner events and asked members to RSVP if they were
planning to attend. RSVP’s were needed so we would have an accurate count of the attendees and
so the restaurant could set the room properly and have enough staff on hand to accommodate our
members. In most cases, pre-payment was not required back in the day. Whilst this easy for the
club and the member, it created challenges at some events. Many of the restaurants where we hold
our dinner events require a non-refundable deposit, or require the section to guarantee a
certain number of attendees. If for some reason, someone who RSVP’d to an event that requires
a guarantee does not show up, the club is required to pay for their meal anyway. This has
happened at numerous events over the years and it causes an unnecessary drain on club funds. To
make the process easier and more efficient for the section and the member, we are now using a
secure PayPal pre-pay link for some events. This is an easy way for you to RSVP and pay for your
meal in advance. Many MBCA sections are now using this type of pre-payment system. We
appreciate your understanding and support of our new pre-payment system and look forward to
your attendance at upcoming Houston Section events.
Steve Russell
President, MBCA - Houston Section
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Presentation

September 27
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After an Accident?
This is quite likely information that you are
unaware of and your insurance agent or adjuster
may not tell you.
Let’s hope you never have a vehicle accident.
However, if you do, you will be glad you attended
this event and learned about diminished value,
hidden damage, your right to select a repair
facility and more. Learn how to make sure the
full value of your loss is properly calculated. Mark
you calendars now to attend this very informative
evening at The Capital Grille.
The cost to attend this elegant evening at the
award winning Capital Grille is $50.00 per
person. The private room where we will dine is
limited in space; therefore, we are forced to limit
attendance at this event to no more than 28
members. RSVP”s with pre-payment ($50.00 for
a single person, $100.00 for a couple) are
required to attend this informative event.

1960 300 SL Roadster

Click Here to Go to the
Houston Section
Website to Prepay and
RSVP using PayPal
Space is limited, so make your
reservations now using the
PayPal link in this newsletter as
soon as possible. This is a great
opportunity to dine at the Capital
Grill at a substantial discount.

We regret that we cannot accept an RSVP
without prepayment and no refunds will be given
if you have prepaid but cannot attend, since the
club is required to pay a large minimum fee to
reserve the room. Menu and RSVP details are
shown on the next page…
Please click on the link at the left to pre-pay and
RSVP for this elegant event at one of Houston’s
finest restaurants.

Capital Grille - Wine Room
September 27th, 6:30 p.m.
RSVP’s and Pre-Payment Required
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An Elegant Evening at The Capital Grille
Appetizers – (Choose One)
Steak Tartare with Truffle Deviled Egg
Pan-Fried Calamari with Hot Cherry Peppers
Miniature Lobster and Crab Cakes

Salad Choice – (Choose One)
Field Greens, Tomatoes, Fresh Herbs
Wedge with Bleu Cheese and Applewood Smoked Bacon

Entrée Choice – (Choose One)
Filet Mignon 10oz
Bone-In Kona Crusted Dry Aged Sirloin with Shallot Butter
Seared Halibut with Roasted Artichoke, Potatoes, Corn and Mustard Vinaigrette
Breast of Chicken Confit (2)
Seared Citrus Glazed Salmon

Accompaniments – (Choose One)
Sam’s Mashed Potatoes
Roasted Seasonal Mushrooms
Seasonal Fresh Vegetables

Dessert Choice– (Choose One)
Flourless Chocolate Espresso Cake
Classic Crème Brulée

$50.00 Per Person/ $100.00 Per Couple.
(Limited to a total of 28 people who pre-pay and RSVP).
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Test Driving the CLA45 AMG
by Joseph Middleton
It’s no secret that Mercedes-Benz is
seeking to capture the interest of
younger owners in the U.S. market. The
new CLA and GLA classes are the
latest attempts by Mercedes-Benz to
attract younger buyers. This means the
C-class is no longer the “baby Benz.”
The C-class has now moved upmarket
and gained in dimensions. To put things
in perspective, the new W205 chassis
2015 C-class is larger than the 19952012 W210 chassis E-class in
wheelbase, width, and height.
The CLA-class’s dimensions are more in line with the C-classes and the 190-class of the
past 30 years. Your front passenger may be comfortable, but your rear occupants may not
like the lack of headroom or legroom if they’re
too tall. I got a chance to get behind the wheel
of a CLA and GLA during the Mercedes-Benz
Evolution Tour’s stop in Houston on August
23rd. When I arrived, I had the chance to pick
out the souped-up flagship of the CLA bunch,
the CLA45 AMG. For those of you who are
used to post-1994 Mercedes-Benz
nomenclature, you may incorrectly presume
that the CLA45 AMG’s engine is a 4.5L liter
unit.
The “45” in CLA45 AMG refers to the 450 nm of torque that the CLA45 AMG’s 360hp 2.0L
4-cylinder turbocharged engine (M113) puts out. The CLA45 AMG I would be driving that
day, had a Night Black exterior and the Black “Red Cut” Leather interior with carbon fiber
interior trim. The Black “Red Cut” Leather interior was a nice touch, giving the black interior
red undertones. Additionally, the seatbelts were also red, providing additional black and red
contrast.
Continued on next page…
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Unlike the other US market Mercedes-Benz vehicles, the CLA and GLA are underpinned by
front-wheel drive (FWD) architecture, and that fact is apparent when you look at the dashto-axle ratio that indicates there’s a traverse-mounted engine under the hood. I’ll admit that
I’m not a fan of FWD, but I decided to enter this test drive with an open mind. The CLA45
AMG has a seven speed automatic transmission with manual mode.
I asked my friendly test drive representative if a purely manual transmission option was
available, but I was told that the automatic transmission is dual clutch. This means that it
can shift faster in manual mode than a professional driver would be able to shift it, if it were
a true manual transmission.
Power from the transmission to the wheels was transferred by the 4-MATIC all-wheel drive
system. The CLA45 AMG had that sporty steering feel that’s common to all AMG vehicles,
the road feel was there. The sport-tuned suspension was firm and ready to let you have fun
on track day instead of coddling you over potholes. The exhaust is tuned to provide a burble
and a bit of a pop to let everyone know you don’t have a run of the mill 4 banger under the
hood. For those of you used to 4 cylinder engines in Mercedes-Benzes, this is not your
grandfather’s 240D. When I hit the go pedal, the little pocket rocket scooted along without
trouble. The specs say that the 0-60 time is 4.6 seconds. I didn’t do an official count, but I
know I was up to 70 mph on the feeder road in no time. I lamented that I didn’t have enough
time and enough open roadway to let all of the horses gallop.
I must say that the CLA45 is a fun car. There’s always something fun about driving a small
car with a powerful engine. Hard-line Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts may decry the fact that
the CLA45 AMG is FWD and/or cheaply built when compared to other cars in the lineup. I’ll
admit I was taken aback when I noticed that the hood is propped open with a rod instead of
hydraulic shocks, but this is no S-class, and it’s not trying to be an S-class. The CLA45
AMG’s purpose is to provide a sporty, powerful bit of AMG engineering to those who think
the C63 or E63 are a bit too brash, large or, let’s be honest -- too expensive. I think the
CLA45 AMG will have no trouble in
finding buyers. In fact, I agree with the
opinion in the September/October
2014 issue of The Star that the CLA45
AMG will find a following similar to the
190E 2.3-16. For what it is, the CLA45
AMG is fine car and will surely satisfy
its owners.
I will share my review of the GLA250 in
the October issue of The Houston Star.
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“For Sale”
Mercedes-Benz Automobiles, Parts and Accessories

Members: Ads are free to Houston Section members and will run for one month. If you would like to
renew the ad, you must email us and let us know by the first of month. All ads are limited to 100
words and one photo.
Non-members: May post an ad for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts or accessories for $25.00
per month. Ads for non-members will run for one month. If a non-member wishes to renew their ad,
they must pay an additional $25.00 for each month. All ad fees are due by the first of the month.
Ads for non Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories will not be accepted.

1982 300D Turbo diesel. 414k mi. Good body and interior, no structural rust. New radiator
and a/c compressor installed in spring 2011. Serviced by MB guru, Helmut Holder. Needs
engine repair and paint. Excellent restoration candidate. Vehicle being sold as-is. Price
Lowered $900.00 OBO For all inquiries, call Joseph. 713-487-8197.
E-mail: editorjoseph@gmail.com.

Have a Mercedes-Benz automobile or Mercedes-Benz parts or
accessories for sale? Email the editor at: steverussell2436@comcast.net
All information contained in any classified/for sale ad is the sole responsibility of the individual advertiser. The Houston
Star is not responsible for the accuracy or reliability of said information. The Houston Star reserves the right to review each
ad submitted and to reject or discontinue, revise, and/or reclassify any ad at any time for any reason. Individual advertiser
is responsible for all proofreading and verifying of all information of the ad. All photos submitted must be in digital format;
no printed photos will be accepted.
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Wings and Wheels
Rescheduled Until November – Details to Follow
Join the Houston Section in November for Wings and
Wheels at the 1940 Air Terminal Museum at Hobby
Airport, located at 8325 Travelair Street, Houston, TX
77061. The 1940 Air Terminal Museum has a long
history, first serving as the Houston Municipal Airport’s
terminal from 1940 to 1954, and later used by various
tenants until its abandonment in 1978.
Fortunately, the Art Deco landmark escaped demolition
plans in the late 70s and in 1988; the building was
selected for preservation by the City of Houston. In
1998, the Houston Aeronautical Society was formed to
save and restore the terminal, and the 1940 Air Terminal
Museum opened its doors to the public on January 9, 2004. Houston Section members will have a
chance to show off their cars in the parking lot reserved just for Houston Section Club members and
their cars and Club members will receive free admission to the museum.
Food will be available for purchase from Flaming Patties http://www.flamingpatties.com/, a food
truck specializing in gourmet hamburgers. So, mark your calendars and join us for this fun, family
friendly event. We’ll see you there!

MBCA Houston Section
PO Box 7218
Spring, TX 77387
www.mbcahouston.org
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We’re rebuilding the Houston Section
from the ground up and are always
interested in your comments, or
suggestions. Please email me at:
steverussell2436@comcast.net with
suggestions, or comments.
Welcome New Members
James Gilliam
Hugo Hernandez
Carlos Parada

Jake Hallsted
Roderick James
Dmirty Sergeev

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Shelton Blanchard
Coach Gavrel
Kerry Muldrow
Kenneth Sperling

Ray Bruck
Dan Goshorn
Cecil Rives

Some photos used in this newsletter are by
special permission of Daimler AG
The Houston Star is the official publication of the
Houston Section, MBCA, and is provided solely
for the benefit of its members. Opinions and
ideas are for information only. No official
authentication is implied by the editor/publisher,
MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG. No inference
should be made that the products or services
advertised or reported herein have the approval
or recommendation of the editor/publisher,
MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG. Consult an
authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for
specific applications to your vehicle. Material for
publication may be sent to MBCA Houston
Section, PO Box 7128, Spring, TX 77387.
Deadline is the 10th of each month for the
following month’s issue. The editor reserves the
right to edit, and to refuse, any submissions
and/or advertising. Submission of material
constitutes permission to publish. Permission to
reproduce material original to The Houston Star
is granted provided proper credit is given.

