The Houston Star
www.mbcahouston.org
(website under construction)

MBCA Houston Section

June 2014

Motowerks Tech Session
Saturday, June 28th, 10:00 a.m.
Don’t miss this outstanding technical session at Motorwerks, 5704 Southwest Freeway
(south bound highway 59 frontage road, just south of Chimney Rock) on Saturday, June
28 at 10:00 a.m. Sunil Patel will: 1) Conduct a demonstration of computer vehicle analysis,
2) Discuss the evolution of transmission servicing and 3) Address other concerns of
servicing and maintaining your Mercedes.
Motorwerks is a premier facility, with certified mechanics and state-of-the-art equipment
specializing in the service and maintenance of Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Porsche and other
exotic automobiles. They are an attractive alternative to dealership service and are worthy
of your evaluation. An added attraction at this tech session is the opportunity to view the
exotic, pre-owned vehicles on their sales floor. There is no charge to attend this informative
event.
Attendees at this event will have the opportunity to enter a drawing for a $150.00
parts and/or service credit at Motorwerks, courtesy of the MBCA Houston Section.
You must be present to win. We hope to see you there.
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President’s Message
Hello Houston Section Members,
Joseph Middleton did a superb job once again with the
Ninth Annual Texas Mercedes-Benz Owners’ Get
Together. If you missed it, plan on attending in 2015 for
the Tenth anniversary of this event. Joseph has a few
surprises in store to mark this special anniversary. Be sure
to check out the event report that begins on page three.
I’m proud to report that we will be moving to two or more
events per month beginning this month. Read about our
new weekly “Breakfast with your Benz” event, hosted
by Dan Goshorn on page eight. More exciting changes
are on the way – stay tuned!
Remember, the current newsletter will always be available on the website. If you have any
suggestions for content on the website or the newsletter, please let me know by sending a
quick email to: steverussell2436@comcast.net Cheers!
Steve Russell
President MBCA - Houston Section

1935 Mercedes-Benz 500K
The ultimate benchmark of pure elegance and timeless beauty
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Ninth Annual Texas Mercedes Benz
Owners’ Get Together – Joseph Middleton

The Ninth Annual Texas Mercedes-Benz Owners’ Get Together brought together old faces,
attracted new faces, and even facilitated interaction with some other marques. The Houston
contingent departed for Centerville shortly after 10am, but had to take a slight detour
through the north Houston suburbs and old town Spring to avoid a lengthy traffic jam on I45 caused by construction of the Grand Parkway. Once we finally entered the main lanes
near The Woodlands, it was smooth sailing for our caravan to Centerville.
Upon arriving at Woody’s Smokehouse #2, we were greeted by a few attendees who beat
the traffic out of Houston including Paul Bruce, who brought his Alfa Romeo, and immediate
Past President of the Houston Section, Gerry Van Zandt. A few minutes later, the attendees
from the DFW Metroplex arrived in their MBs. After everyone greeted one another, the
namesake of Woody’s Smokehouse, Dudley “Woody” Wood, greeted us and we were met
by Gary, aka: “The Captain”, who even through sickness has helped accommodate our
group every year that we’ve been to Woody’s. We were pleasantly surprised by the brief
appearance of MBCA Houston Section Board Member, Marvin Boyd, who was passing
through from Oklahoma and stopped by Woody’s to say hi on his way home.
.

Questions? Call your Section President at 713-826-0046 or our National Business Office at
1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8am-5PM MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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Our group got a chance to fill out the new private dining area at Woody’s, so much so that
the group spilled out into the regular dining area. Once we had our fill of BBQ, the Captain
presented us all with free t-shirts to commemorate out visit to Woody’s.
Next, we posse’d up and made our way down to Fort Boggy for the Show and Shine and
Swap Meet. As we filed into Fort Boggy, we found about a dozen BMW 5-series, mostly
E28s, were already in our midst for an event they called “Burgers and Fives”. Our caravan
of about 20 Mercedes-Benzes circled the BMWs and parked around them. The group of
BMW owners was friendly. Some made it known that they also owned a Mercedes-Benz,
and some were convinced by our group to consider a Mercedes-Benz in the future.
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There were plenty of goodies for sale at the swap meet including rare and hard to find parts
like a skid plate for a W123, and common things like fuel and air filters. The weather was
wonderful, to say the least. Blue skies, a nice northern breeze, and highs in the low 80s
were a welcome departure from past years with highs in the high 90s and upper 100s.
Awards were given for the Show and Shine. The best pre-1980 award went to MBCA
Houston board member Ali Durvesh and his 1979 450SEL 6.9. The best 1980s award went
to Dan Goshorn, who is also an MBCA Houston board member and his custom 1981
560SLC. The best 1990s award went to Darrell Booker of Dallas and his 1990 560SEC, and
the best 2000-present award went to MBCA Houston Section member Youcef Barigou and
his 2000 SLK320.
As always, all had a good time and I am already looking forward to hosting the Tenth Annual
Mercedes-Benz Owners’ Get Together next May. Thanks go out to Woody’s Smokehouse,
Fort Boggy State Park, MBCA | Houston Section, Peachparts.com forum, and all of the
attendees for helping make this event a success. -Joseph Middleton

Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren
Legend and sophistication – these two
hallmark characteristics stand out
immediately, and are the essence of the
scintillating styling radiated in this highperformance sports car
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Capital Grill Dinner and Presentation – July 26
“Automobile Collision”
Your Rights After an Accident

1960 300 SL Roadster

2009 SL55

Do You Know Your Rights After an Accident?
Bill Sloan, General Manager, AutoNation Collision Center (Mercedes-Benz, BMW certified)
will be our very special guest speaker in late July at the multiple award winning “Capital
Grill”. He will describe his facility, its operation and the benefits of having your vehicle
repaired there in the event of an unfortunate accident.
He will also discuss your rights as an insurance policy holder. This is quite likely
information that you are unaware of and your insurance agent or adjuster may not tell you.
Let’s hope you never have a vehicle accident. However, if you do, you will be glad you
attended this event and learned about diminished value, hidden damage, your right to
select a repair facility and more. Learn how to make sure the full value of your loss is
properly calculated.
Full details on the menu and cost of this event will follow in the July newsletter. Mark you
calendars now to attend this very informative evening. We will begin accepting RSVP’s in
July, after the newsletter has been published.

Capital Grill - Wine Room
July 26th, 6:30 p.m. RSVP’s Required
5365 Westheimer Rd
Houston, TX 77056
Photos used by permission of WreckedExotics.com
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“For Sale”
Mercedes-Benz Automobiles, Parts and Accessories
Members: Ads are free to Houston Section members and will run for one month. If you
would like to renew the ad, you must email us and let us know by the first of month. All ads
are limited to 100 words and one photo.
Non-members: May post an ad for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts or accessories for
$25.00 per month. Ads for non-members will run for one month. If a non-member wishes to
renew their ad, they must pay an additional $25.00 for each month. All ad fees are due by
the first of the month.
Ads for non Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories will not be accepted.

1982 300D Turbo diesel. 414k mi. Good body and interior, no structural rust. New
radiator and a/c compressor installed in spring 2011. Serviced by MB guru, Helmut
Holder. Needs engine repair and paint. Excellent restoration candidate. Vehicle being
sold as-is. $1000. For all inquiries, call Joseph. 713-487-8197.
E-mail: editorjoseph@gmail.com.

Have a Mercedes-Benz automobile or Mercedes-Benz parts or
accessories for sale? Email the editor at: steverussell2436@comcast.net
with your text and one photo, per above guidelines.
All information contained in any classified/for sale ad is the sole responsibility of the individual advertiser. The
Houston Star is not responsible for the accuracy or reliability of said information. The Houston Star reserves the
right to review each ad submitted and to reject or discontinue, revise, and/or reclassify any ad at any time for
any reason. Individual advertiser is responsible for all proofreading and verifying of all information of the ad. All
photos submitted must be in digital format; no printed photos will be accepted.
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We’re Moving to Two Events Per Month
President’s Perspective
For some time now, I have felt that the Houston Section
needs to host more than one event every month to better
serve our members. In our continuing efforts to rebuild the
Houston Section from the ground up, I recognized the need
to make our events more accessible to our membership.
That means not only hosting more than one event per
month, but also having these events at different times of the
day and at various locations throughout the city. If we are to
provide our members with the best experience possible,
then we have to offer different opportunities for you to
participate – when it is convenient for you.

“Breakfast With Your Benz”
Lots of clubs host an early morning event like “Cars and Coffee”… For most, it becomes a
hugely popular event where members can chew the fat, discuss their latest restoration, or
just have fun when their schedule allows. It is an easy way to visit with your fellow club
members in the morning and get to know them over a cup of coffee. We are after all,
Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts’, and most of us like nothing more than talking about our
beloved Benzes. It’s an easy way to find out about where to find the best shops to get your
car serviced, or obtain tips on how to do it yourself - if you’re adept with the spanners and
oily bits.
Maybe you just want to find out where to get discount parts online, or you simply want to
visit with some club friends over a Cup-of-Joe. This is a totally unstructured event where
you can come and go as you please. If you can’t make it one week, no worries… We’ll see
you next week, or when you schedule allows. Initially, we will be hosting a weekly event in
the Northwest part of Houston. Dan Goshorn will be the organizer and host for this event.
Come and enjoy a free cup of coffee and some good conversation!

MBCA – Houston Section - Breakfast with your Benz
Northwest Houston Area
Whataburger #824, 26040 Highway 290, Cypress, Texas 77429
Every Wednesday, beginning June 18th from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Map to Whataburger

MBCA Houston Section
PO Box 7218
Spring, TX 77387
www.mbcahouston.org

We’re rebuilding the Houston Section
from the ground up and are always
interested in your comments, or
suggestions. Please email me at:
steverussell2436@comcast.net with
suggestions, or comments.

Board of Directors
President
Steve Russell
steverussell2436@comcast.net
713-826-0046
Secretary
Marjorie Russell
marjrussell@comcast.net
832-202-3714
Treasurer
Gerald Grogin
gerrygrogin@att.net
713-667-8979
Board Members
Marvin Boyd
mwboyd@embarqmail.com
281-360-1766
Mike Haney
mhaney@3dtriad.com
713-298-4580
Joseph Middleton
Jmiddle122@aol.com
713-487-8197
Jeremy Wood
jeremy.wood@c3tel.com
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com
Dan Goshorn
dgosh28@hotmail.com
Regional Director
Gene Jurick
gjurick@tx.rr.com
972-461-1981
Newsletter Editors
Steve Russell and Marjorie Russell
steverussell2436@comcast.net

Welcome New Members
Jerry Gauthier
Sean Merrill
Bob Pagan

Rodney Graham
Richard Olsen
Jan Venegas-Cortes

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Lucy Archer
Chris Dezevallos
David Martin
Frederick Perrenot

Stephen Dernick
K. Hodges
Jaison Mathai
Ray Schutter

The Houston Star is the official publication of
the Houston Section, MBCA, and is provided
solely for the benefit of its members.
Opinions and ideas are for information only.
No official authentication is implied by the
editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or
DBAG. No inference should be made that
the products or services advertised or
reported herein have the approval or
recommendation of the editor/publisher,
MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG. Consult an
authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for
specific applications to your vehicle. Material
for publication may be sent to MBCA
Houston Section, PO Box 7128, Spring, TX
77387. Deadline is the 10th of each month
for the following month’s issue. The editor
reserves the right to edit, and to refuse, any
submissions and/or advertising. Submission
of material constitutes permission to publish.
Permission to reproduce material original to
The Houston Star is granted provided proper
credit is given.

