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“Automobile Collision”
Your Rights After an Accident

No Events Planned
for July
It’s the dog days of
summer and the Houston
Section will be taking a
brief hiatus during the
month of July.
Lots of club members will
be taking vacations,
staycations, or just
hanging out in the air-conditioning trying to beat the summer heat and
humidity. We will return with a special event in August at Wings and Wheels.
See page 8 for more information.
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President’s Message
Hello Houston Section Members,
Due to technical problems beyond our control, our
newsletter is being published later this month than normal.
We were without Internet access for three weeks, due to a
cable line problem. This prevented us from completing our
pre-production work to get the newsletter out on time.
This publication delay also means that we have insufficient
time to obtain RSVP’s for our planned event this month at
The Capital Grille. As a result, the BOD has

decided to reschedule the Capital Grille dinner
event until September 27th. (Details on page 5.)
I would also like to give a special thanks to Dan Goshorn for his tireless efforts to get our
“Breakfast with your Benz” event up and running. Unfortunately, there was not enough
participation for the early Wednesday morning time slot to keep this event on our current
schedule. We are however, considering new meeting times and locations around the
greater Houston area. Further information on our plans to reorganize this event will be
published in an upcoming newsletter. Cheers!
Steve Russell
President, MBCA - Houston Section

At the start of the 41st French Grand Prix in 1954,
Juan Manuel Fangio prevails as the fastest driver.
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Technical Session - Motorwerks of Houston
June 28, 2014
You missed an excellent
technical session at
Motorwerks of Houston. Sunil
Patel discussed automatic
transmission service, a quite
complicated subject, in a
concise easy to understand
manner. Early four speed
transmissions were durable,
fared well with a fluid/filter
change at 90,000 miles but
were often hard shifting and
tended to slip.
The five speed transmissions were plagued with an O-Ring seal that seeped/leaked fluid
into the control module and caused many problems. Several O-Ring modifications failed to
solve the problem. Current seven speed transmissions shift smoothly, don’t slip and
achieve better fuel economy. The idea of a sealed transmission never needing a fluid
change did not prove to be a good
idea.
Sunil recommends a complete
flush and fluid (not filter)
replacement at about 30,000 mile
intervals. Motorwerks is among the
very few shops that have the
equipment to provide this service.
Improved performance can be
expected with a flush and
complete fluid replacement.

Questions? Call your Section President at 713-826-0046 or our National Business Office at
1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8am-5PM MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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One of the Houston Section members, Ali Durvesh, volunteered his car to be diagnosed for
an intermittent engine miss. Sunil connected the computer to Ali’s Mercedes and in minutes
determined the ‘miss’ was caused by a defective crankshaft speed sensor. He advised
immediate replacement to avoid a worsening problem where the engine would eventually
fail to start.
The $150 drawing for parts and/or service at Motorwerks was won by Dan Goshorn. He has
his young son to thank for picking his number from the hat. Although there were several
Ferraris, Bentley’s and Porsches in the showroom, the most attention was focused on a
loaded 2014 S6.3 AMG priced at $187,000.
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Capital Grille Dinner and Presentation

Rescheduled for September 27
“Automobile Collision”
Your Rights After an Accident

1960 300 SL Roadster

2009 SL55

Do You Know Your Rights After an Accident?
Bill Sloan, General Manager, AutoNation Collision Center (Mercedes-Benz, BMW certified)
will be our very special guest speaker in late September at the multiple award winning
“Capital Grille”. He will describe his facility, its operation and the benefits of having your
vehicle repaired there in the event of an unfortunate accident.
He will also discuss your rights as an insurance policy holder. This is quite likely
information that you are unaware of and your insurance agent or adjuster may not tell you.
Let’s hope you never have a vehicle accident. However, if you do, you will be glad you
attended this event and learned about diminished value, hidden damage, your right to
select a repair facility and more. Learn how to make sure the full value of your loss is
properly calculated.
Full details on the menu and cost of this event will follow in the August newsletter. Mark you
calendars now to attend this very informative evening at the award winning Capital Grille.

Capital Grille - Wine Room
September 27th, 6:30 p.m. RSVP’s Required
5365 Westheimer Rd
Houston, TX 77056
Photos used by permission of WreckedExotics.com
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“For Sale”
Mercedes-Benz Automobiles, Parts and Accessories
Members: Ads are free to Houston Section members and will run for one month. If you
would like to renew the ad, you must email us and let us know by the first of month. All ads
are limited to 100 words and one photo.
Non-members: May post an ad for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts or accessories for
$25.00 per month. Ads for non-members will run for one month. If a non-member wishes to
renew their ad, they must pay an additional $25.00 for each month. All ad fees are due by
the first of the month.
Ads for non Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories will not be accepted.

1982 300D Turbo diesel. 414k mi. Good body and interior, no structural rust. New
radiator and a/c compressor installed in spring 2011. Serviced by MB guru, Helmut
Holder. Needs engine repair and paint. Excellent restoration candidate. Vehicle being
sold as-is. $1000. For all inquiries, call Joseph. 713-487-8197.
E-mail: editorjoseph@gmail.com.

Have a Mercedes-Benz automobile or Mercedes-Benz parts or
accessories for sale? Email the editor at: steverussell2436@comcast.net
with your text and one photo, per above guidelines.
All information contained in any classified/for sale ad is the sole responsibility of the individual advertiser. The
Houston Star is not responsible for the accuracy or reliability of said information. The Houston Star reserves the
right to review each ad submitted and to reject or discontinue, revise, and/or reclassify any ad at any time for
any reason. Individual advertiser is responsible for all proofreading and verifying of all information of the ad. All
photos submitted must be in digital format; no printed photos will be accepted.
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For Sale: 1980 Mercedes-Benz 450SL, Blue/Green color with tan leather
interior. 60K miles. This vehicle is in good condition overall and a fun
car to drive. Additional parts included. Call Andie at 281-540-9300.

For Sale: Original owner w/ all maintenance records 1982 380 SL; 91,000
miles: champagne/dark brown. I was going to keep this car forever and
invested $9,200.00 in it last year to make it mechanically perfect. Double
row timing chain and much more. Life changes and now have decided to
sell it. $13,995.00. Contact Michael @ mkmperio@swbell.net
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Wings and Wheels
Saturday August 16th, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Join the Houston Section on Saturday, August 16,
2014 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm for Wings and
Wheels at the 1940 Air Terminal Museum at Hobby
Airport, located at 8325 Travelair Street, Houston,
TX 77061. The 1940 Air Terminal Museum has a
long history, first serving as the Houston Municipal
Airport’s terminal from 1940 to 1954, and later used
by various tenants until its abandonment in 1978.
Fortunately, the Art Deco landmark escaped
demolition plans in the late 70s and in 1988; the
building was selected for preservation by the City of
Houston. In 1998, the Houston Aeronautical Society
was formed to save and restore the terminal, and the 1940 Air Terminal Museum opened its
doors to the public on January 9, 2004. The theme for Wings and Wheels for August will be
World War II Warbirds.
A B-17 will be on display, and other WWII era aircraft may make an appearance. For those
who are brave enough to step foot aboard, rides on some of the warbirds will be available
for purchase. Wings
and Wheels will
feature the Houston
Section as its
featured car club for
the month of August.
Houston Section
members will have a
chance to show off
their cars in the
parking lot reserved
just for Houston
Section Club
members and their
cars and Club
members will receive
free admission to
the museum.
Food will be available for purchase from Flaming Patties http://www.flamingpatties.com/, a
food truck specializing in gourmet hamburgers. So, mark your calendars and join us for this
fun, family friendly event. We’ll see you there!

MBCA Houston Section
PO Box 7218
Spring, TX 77387
www.mbcahouston.org

We’re rebuilding the Houston Section
from the ground up and are always
interested in your comments, or
suggestions. Please email me at:
steverussell2436@comcast.net with
suggestions, or comments.

Board of Directors
President
Steve Russell
steverussell2436@comcast.net
713-826-0046
Secretary
Marjorie Russell
marjrussell@comcast.net
832-202-3714
Treasurer
Gerald Grogin
gerrygrogin@att.net
713-667-8979
Board Members
Marvin Boyd
mwboyd@embarqmail.com
281-360-1766
Mike Haney
mhaney@3dtriad.com
713-298-4580
Joseph Middleton
Jmiddle122@aol.com
713-487-8197
Jeremy Wood
jeremy.wood@c3tel.com
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com
Dan Goshorn
dgosh28@hotmail.com

Regional Director
Gene Jurick
gjurick@tx.rr.com
972-461-1981
Newsletter Editors
Steve Russell and Marjorie Russell
steverussell2436@comcast.net

Welcome New Members
Mark Afriyie
Milton Magness
Jeffery Reimert
Ethan Wood

Gary Hanna
Colin McKenzie
Hugh Thomson

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Roger Boulet
Scott Hamilton
Tony Kolodny
Tim Lehman
Hans Richter
Paul Taverna

Bill Brutscher
Robert Jackson
Marvin Kraft
Felipe Narvaez
Kenn Stolte
Fred Wagner

Some photos used in this newsletter are
by special permission of Daimler AG
The Houston Star is the official publication of
the Houston Section, MBCA, and is provided
solely for the benefit of its members.
Opinions and ideas are for information only.
No official authentication is implied by the
editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or
DBAG. No inference should be made that
the products or services advertised or
reported herein have the approval or
recommendation of the editor/publisher,
MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG. Consult an
authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for
specific applications to your vehicle. Material
for publication may be sent to MBCA
Houston Section, PO Box 7128, Spring, TX
77387. Deadline is the 10th of each month
for the following month’s issue. The editor
reserves the right to edit, and to refuse, any
submissions and/or advertising. Submission
of material constitutes permission to publish.
Permission to reproduce material original to
The Houston Star is granted provided proper
credit is given.

