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DriverSource Tour – April 19
The Houston Section will be gathering at DriverSource
in Houston for one of our most popular events this
month. Last year, 80 club members attended this
special event to view the beautiful modern and classic
cars displayed and stored at DriverSource.
DriverSource buys, sells, repairs and restores exotic
and collector cars of all types. Their showroom is full
of modern and classic cars of various types for sale.
One of the most popular things to see at DriverSource
is “The Vault,” where they store and preserve
hundreds of beautiful automobiles for owners from all over Texas!
Our event will begin at 11:00 am and will last until 1:30 pm. There will be a minimal fee of
$5.00 to attend this event for club members, which will help to defray the cost of a nice
lunch from Jason’s Deli. Water, tea and coffee will also be available. Please RSVP to
steverussell2436@comcast.net if you will be attending, so we can allow Jason’s Deli
staff enough time to prepare our lunch order. DriverSource is located at 14750 Memorial
Drive, between Dairy Ashford and Eldridge Parkway on the west side of the street. Our
event will take place rain or shine. If you have any questions, please feel free to call Steve
Russell at (713) 826-0046. We look forward to seeing you on April 19!
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President’s Message
Hello Houston Section Members,
If you missed our dinner event at Romano’s Macaroni Grill
in The Woodlands on March 15, you missed a very
enjoyable event. This special appreciation dinner was our
official kickoff event for 2014 and introduced your new
Board of Directors. Thanks to everyone who braved the
inclement weather to attend this special event.
As I have mentioned previously, your Board of Directors is
working to rebuild the Houston Section from the ground
up. We will be looking at everything we do to serve our
members and making changes as necessary to enhance
the quality, value and variety of events we offer.
A brief member survey was recently sent to members asking their opinions of our past
events, what they would like to see offered in the future and requesting candid opinions of
the past operations of the Houston Section. I'm pleased to report to you that we received a
total of seventy-one responses to our survey. Thanks to everyone who responded to this
important survey. The Board of Directors will use this information to help formulate our
ongoing plans to rebuild the section and plan future events.
Our April 19 event at DriverSource is rapidly approaching. Last year, 80 members attended
this event and viewed the plethora of beautiful cars on display. We are expecting another
record busting attendance this year. If you have never attended, you are in for a real treat.
Be sure to mark your calendars, so you don’t miss this great event with your fellow Houston
Section members. Drooling towels are optional, but highly recommended!
Our new website (www.mbcahouston.org) is being built and will be under construction for
several months. This website will be built from scratch, as we endeavor to build a website
specifically designed for members of the Houston Section. Be sure to check back regularly
for the latest updates! Current and back issues of the recent newsletters will be available on
the website. If you have any suggestions for content or features on the website, please let
me know by sending a quick email to: steverussell2436@comcast.net
Special note: As the old western movie saying goes, “There’s a new Sheriff in town.” I have
no problems thinking outside the box, colouring outside the lines, or kicking the box out of
the way entirely if necessary during our rebuilding. It’s going to take some time to get
everything sorted, but rest assured, it is being worked on. Your continued support and
counsel is sincerely appreciated and valued.
Steve Russell
President MBCA - Houston Section
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The Houston Section is invited to join the
Ninth Annual Texas Mercedes-Benz Owners GTG
Saturday May 17, 2014 in Centerville, Texas
The NINTH Annual Texas Mercedes-Benz Get Together will be held on Saturday, May 17,
2014. Caravans of Mercedes-Benz autos leaving from all over Texas will converge upon
Centerville for a day filled with automotive fun and fellowship! This is an event open to all
Mercedes-Benz owners, regardless of the age or condition of their car, from garage queens
to daily drivers to fixer-uppers.
The caravans will depart each city at a time that will give them a 12:00 Noon arrival time in
Centerville. We will have reserved parking and a BBQ lunch in a room reserved just for us at
the world famous Woody's Smokehouse on the NORTHBOUND side of I-45. After everyone
has eaten, we'll head 4 miles south of town on old Highway 75 to Fort Boggy State Park for
the Show and Shine! Admission to Fort Boggy is FREE.
We'll have shade in the pavilion, so we won't be sweating it out like in past years. Awards
will be given out based on People's Choice for best Vintage Model (Pre 1980), Best 1980s
Model "Young Classics", Best 1990s Model, and Best 2000-present Model. Additionally, if
you'd like to bring MB parts to sell or trade for a mini swap meet, please feel free to do so.
Houston Departure Point
Cracker Barrel
14765 North Freeway (Exit 63, Airtex Dr. Exit)
Houston, TX 77090
The Houston group will assemble in the section of the Cracker Barrel parking lot closest to
the Holiday Inn Express. Meet at 9:45am, depart at 10:15am
For more info, contact Joseph Middleton at 713-487-8197, or texasbenzmeet13@gmail.com

Questions? Call your Section President at 713-826-0046 or our National Business Office at
1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8am-5PM MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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Houston Section Dinner In The Woodlands
Forty-one members braved torrential rains to attend our 2014 kickoff event on March 15, at
Romano's Macaroni Grill in The Woodlands. The food and conversation were both excellent
and everyone remarked what a great time they had at the event. It was especially nice for
Marjorie and I to meet so many of you for the first time. Gatherings like this are one of the
reasons we enjoy the MBCA so much. It was also great fun learning a little more about each
member’s favorite Mercedes-Benz automobile.
Several members walked away with some posh door prizes from the Mercedes-Benz
Accessory Collection. Special thanks to Garrick Hatfield, General Manager and Jason
Briggs, Service Manager of Alex Rodriguez Mercedes-Benz in League City, Texas for
sponsoring a portion of the door prizes for this very enjoyable event.
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iPad Mini Winner!
Marvin Kraft of Richmond Texas was the lucky
Houston Section member who had his name drawn and
won the iPad Mini from the respondents to our 2014
member opinion survey.
I personally met with Marvin on the west side of
Houston to deliver his iPad Mini. Marvin said he was
excited to win such a nice prize and was looking forward
to using his new iPad Mini when travelling.

Alex Rodriguez Mercedes-Benz Announces
a Special Discount for Houston Section Members
Alex Rodriguez Mercedes-Benz in League City, Texas is offering a special 20% off discount
on over the counter parts and accessories for Houston Section members. To take
advantage of the discount, you must present your current MBCA membership card at the
parts counter.
Please contact Ross Shipley, Parts Manager for additional details, or specific exclusions to
this program. Alex Rodriguez Mercedes-Benz is located at 500 Gulf Freeway South, League
City, TX 77573 Phone: 1-800-991-2763. Website: www.arodmercedesbenz.com

(Photo courtesy of Alex Rodriquez Mercedes-Benz)
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The all new
2014 S-Class
sets the new
standard for
luxury,
performance
and safety.
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Welcome New Members
John Baker
James Cooper
Helmut Hagemann
Morvin Isaac
Wogbe Ofori

Pat Christensen
Bill Ehlert
Scott Howell
Song McNeese
Stanley Sadler

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Robert Clarke
J. Garcia
William Jenkins
Norm Laman
Keith Ritter
Michael Shawiak

K. Credeur
Bill Graham
Zee Klein
John Perillo
Thie Rossingh
Donald Weaver
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MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG. Consult an
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for publication may be sent to MBCA
Houston Section, PO Box 7128, Spring, TX
77387. Deadline is the 10th of each month
for the following month’s issue. The editor
reserves the right to edit, and to refuse, any
submissions and/or advertising. Submission
of material constitutes permission to publish.
Permission to reproduce material original to
The Houston Star is granted provided proper
credit is given.

