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DriverSource Event February 9th
MBCA | Houston section is kicking off its event calendar for 2013 with
an awesome event on Saturday, February 9th at DriverSource in Houston. If
you are a lover of sports and exotic machines of all marques (Mercedes-Benz
included), the DriverSource event is a “dont-miss” day for your calendar!
DriverSource buys, sells, repairs and restores interesting cars of all types,
and its showroom is always chock-full of interesting modern and classic cars
for sale. However, the most interesting aspect of DriverSource is “The Vault”
(see center right of the photo above), which is a climate-controlled, two-floor
warehouse where DriverSource securely stores and preserves hundreds of
beautiful machines for owners from all over the Houston and south Texas area!
Our event on February 9th will start at 11:00 AM amd run through 1:30
PM. Cost is $5.00 per person. The club will pool your $5.00 with its own money
to purchase a delicious lunch from nearby Jason’s Deli, and we’ll have soft
drinks and coffee available as you like.
DriverSource is located at 14750 Memorial Drive, between Dairy Ashford
and Eldridge Parkway, on the west side of the street. Rain or shine, this will be
a most illuminating event and a great way to start off a great 2013 calendar of
events for the MBCA | Houston section. See more photos on page 9.
We look forward to seeing you on February 9th!

Page 2

MBCA | Houston Section Newsletter

The Houston Star

President’s Message
Dear Club Members,
MBCA | Houston Section hopes you had a relaxing Holiday season, and we are (once again)
looking ahead to a new year and all that it brings.
Your Board, although small, has been working hard to create some new and interesting events
for this coming year. We have also been reaching out to neighboring MBCA sections in the Hill
Country, North Texas and Dallas/Fort Worth to forge stronger ties and to collaborate on joint
planning for future events involving members from all of these sections. Starting with this issue,
we’ll be including selected events from other Texas sections’ event calendars so that you know
about other MBCA-related happenings around our great State.
Our first event of the year is the DriverSource tour, organized by board member Norm Glorioso.
We held one previous event at DriverSource back in 2011, and it was a huge success. If you love
cars, it will be the best two or three hours you’ve spent seeing exotic machines up close for quite a
long time. It’s as good as any major car show or auction that I can think of, and it’s right here in our
own backyard!
In April, we are planning a gathering at Bayou Bend Collection and Gardens, which is a
beautiful collection of more than 4,700 items of decorative art, furniture and paintings dating from
the 1600s through the mid-1800s — all on a picturesque, 14-acre estate. It’s located in the River
Oaks area of Houston. We’ll have more information in the next issue of the Houston Star newsletter.
For the early May time frame, before it gets too hot, we’re in the early stages of planning a
brand-new event -- one that promises to be a blockbuster. We are envisioning a Houston-area
gathering of all German marques at a brand-new event venue in North Houston, just north of FM
1960 on I-45, called Main Street America. Stay tuned for more information on this.
We are also planning to continue the tradition of our former club President Joseph Middleton,
and work with the other Texas sections to coordinate and host another annual gathering in
Centerville, TX in mid-May.
In between these Club events, we would also like to encourage you to attend local, Houstonarea enthusiast events like Cars & Coffee, which is held the first Saturday Morning of every month at
the Vintage Shopping Center parking lot at SH 240 and Louetta Rd. This event has become quite
large, with hundreds of cars of all types from the Houston area gathering for a few morning hours of
fellowship and show n’tell. We’d love to increase the Mercedes-Benz Club member participation at
this event in the future!
Thanks to all of you for your interest and support of the club. We hope to see you at one of our
upcoming events. If you haven’t been to a Club event in a while, give it a try and make a new “Benz
Friend” or two....
Happy Driving!
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Welcome New MBCA | Houston Section Members!
The MBCA | Houston Section would like to give a hearty welcome to the following new members, who
have joined our Section during December, 2012:
Rosi Benitez / Houston, TX						

Andrew Brayshaw / Houston, TX

Glenn Comley / Houston, TX					

Billie Gill / Montgomery, TX

Jackie Sedberry / Bryan, TX					

Charles Stall / Houston, TX

					

Robert Ward / Lake Charles, LA

			

Welcome Returning Club Members
MBCA | Houston Section would like to thank the following members, who have renewed their
memberships with the Mercedes-Benz Club of America:
J.S. Alvarez / Texas City, TX					
Keith Alverson / Houston, TX					
Nester Arellano / Sugarland, TX					
Gert Bahlo / Friendswood, TX					
Lars Bengtson / Houston, TX					
Marvin Boyd / Humble, TX					
Ray Bruck / Houston, TX					
Robert Bryan / Waller, TX					
Charles Day / Humble, TX					
Harry Dieckman / Sugarland, TX				
James Feine / Bellaire, TX					
Michael Feuerbacher / Kingwood, TX				
Coach Gavrel / Houston, TX					
Alberto Gomez-Rivas / Houston, TX				
Gerald Grogin / Houston, TX					
Tor Haugland / Houston, TX					
Leon Hulon / Spring, TX						
George Kavalon / Houston, TX

David Kerr / Houston, TX
George Laigle / Houston, TX
Joseph Lavigne / Houston, TX
Vicki Lewis / League City, TX
Vidar Lindmoen / Houston, TX
Jaison Mathai / Missouri City, TX
Anna Merenda / Houston, TX
Nina Midway / Houston, TX
Kerry Muldrow / Houston, TX
Robert Plante / Cumming, GA
Cecil Rives / Burton, TX
Steven Russell / The Woodlands, TX
John Shasteen / Stafford, TX
Janice Taylor / Houston, TX
Andrew Woefling / Montgomery, TX
James Woody / Spring, TX
Charles Wyatt / Tomball, TX

Upcoming MBCA Events in Texas
•

F&J EUROPEAN AUTO PARTS INC.
6115 Clarewood
Houston, TX 77081

SPECIALIZING IN MERCEDES BENZ PARTS
FORMERLY WITH MORITZ E.C.P.
PH 713/773-0887		
Parts Rep.
FX 713/773-0767		
FEDERICO & JAVIER

•
•

March 1-2, Grand Am Racing & Mercedes Car
Corral at Circuit of the Americas, Austin, TX.
Texas Hill Country Section. More information:
see page 8 or bharter@austin.rr.com
March 16, Vintage Lunch & Car Show, Fort
Worth, TX. More information: http://bit.ly/
YynvSG
April 20-21, Hill Country Run to Fredericksburg,
by MBCA Fort Worth Section. More information:
http://bit.ly/YynDSa
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Houston Section Holiday Brunch
MBCA | Houston section had its Holiday Brunch
on December 9th at the City Club of Houston
in the Greenway district. The City Club folks
outdid themselves with a delicious, three-course
buffet lunch. Although we had a fairly small
turnout, new friendships were formed and old
acquaintences renewed, and we certainly used
the occasion to get into the Holiday Spirit!

New Grand Am Event at Circuit of the Americas (the new Formula 1 track)
Many of you may remember the new Formula 1 track, Circuit of the Americas, that opened last
year near Austin. The track is putting on another, new Grand Am series racing event on March 1
and 2. If you are interested in attending this race, Mercedes-Benz has put together a “Car Corral”
package with reserved seating for just $59.00. The MBCA | Texas Hill Country section is in the
process of putting together a section event around this race, and we’ll provide details via e-mail
as they become available. More information on this Grand Am race and Car Corral package is
available on page 8 of this newsletter.

Texas-German Autohaus, L.P.
Service and Repair of MERCEDES and BMW Automobiles
EUROPEAN PERFORMANCE
Located on Edloe St., between Richmond and Westheimer.
State of the Art computerized equipment and tools.
Oil Change Special while you wait.
Complimentary Shuttle Service to your home or office.
Free oil & filter change using standard mineral oil or $35.00 for
synthetic motor oil, for new Mercedes Benz club members, with
this ad. (Limit one per customer)
Factory trained and certified technicians.

3417 Edloe St. Houston, Texas 77027
Tel. (713) 850-8282 Fax (713) 850-8818

The TGA Team
50 years of experience
visit online @ www.t-g-a.com
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StarTech 2013
®

Come for the Tech. Stay for the Fun.

MBUSI Visitors Center

MBUSI Factory

Birmingham, Alabama • May 18-22, 2013
What:

StarTech® 2013, a premier bi-annual event of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Why:

Join us at StarTech® 2013 in Birmingham, Alabama for an adventure in Mercedes-Benz
technology & tours YOU WON’T GET ANYWHERE ELSE!
Your adventure includes:
A VIP tour of Mercedes-Benz US International (MBUSI) — the ONLY U.S. factory that produces every
ML-, GL- and R-Class in the world. You’ll also meet & learn from nationally-known experts in the art
of restoration, modification, maintenance & repair; all inside MBUSI’s on-site Training Center

Barber Motorsports Museum

Take touring laps around Barber Motorsports road course & explore their world-famous
Motorsports Museum
Visit Classic Car Motoring to see how Mercedes-Benz models are polished & prepped for
the world’s finest auto shows
Tour the U.S. Space & Rocket Center
Stroll the beautiful Aldridge Gardens

Aldridge Gardens

Enjoy the snow-white sands of Alabama’s Emerald Coast & nearby Florida Panhandle
So much to see & do — make StarTech® your May vacation. The perfect time of year!
Who:

StarTech® 2013 is open to all MBCA Members and their guests

Cost:

Accommodations at the Hilton Perimeter South Hotel from $111/night (double occupancy)

How:

Visit www.StarTech2013.org or www.alabama.mbca.org or contact
Liz Roberson at lizroberson2013@gmail.com for details/information

Hosted By: Mercedes-Benz Club of America | Alabama Section

U.S. Space & Rocket Center

Questions? Call your Section President at 832-713-MBCA or the National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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The S-Class: A Perennial Customer Favorite
Since the launch of the current-generation W221 S-Class in September 2005, more than 500,000 units of
the model have been delivered to customers around the world. Thus, the present S-Class sold even better
than the previous generation. Dr. Joachim Schmidt, Executive Vice President Mercedes-Benz Cars, Sales &
Marketing: “The S-Class is in many
ways the trendsetter in its segment.
It is world’s best-selling and most
secure vehicle in its class. We are
very proud of our heritage as a
pioneer in automobile development
with the new S-Class continuing the
tradition.”
Still the leader in the luxury
segment
In the year before the generation
shift, the S-Class enjoyed great
popularity among clients. A total
of 65,128 sedans were delivered in
2012 to their new owners around
the world. Despite the upcoming
model changeover, it nearly reached
the level of 2011 (68,969 units).
Thus, the flagship of the MercedesBenz brand is the world leader in
the luxury segment.
Pioneer in automobile
development
The S-Class has been, for many
years, the standard for automotive
progress, representing the result of
innovative technologies, pioneering
safety systems and exceptional
comfort from generation to
generation. With the world
premiere of the new S-Class this
year, Mercedes-Benz is once again
presenting a luxury limousine that is
unparalleled in terms of innovation,
safety, comfort and design. The new
S-Class willpremiere the Brake Assist
BAS PLUS with junction assistant that not only assists the driver in avoiding collisions in longitudinal traffic,
but also at a crossroads. Besides the detection of other vehicles, the new S-Class can detect pedestrians who
are in front of the vehicle by combining a stereo camera with radar sensors. Should a collision happen, the
driver is alerted through audible and visual signals. If necessary, the Brake Assist PLUS gets amplified by the
continued on next page
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driver-induced braking action. If the driver fails to respond to the warnings, the vehicle brakes autonomously
with help from the PRE-SAFE® Brake.
The protection of passengers from the back seats has been further improved through the implementation
of Beltbags. The Beltbag is a seat
belt, which inflates in the event of a
frontal impact, with the risk of injury
being significantly reduced, since
it decreases the load on the chest.
The new S-Class will be the first car
in the industry that comes complete
without bulbs. Depending on the
equipment line, up to approximately
500 LEDs are installed in the vehicle.
Even the basic version of the new
luxury sedan is equipped with
standard full-LED lights.
About 3.5 million customers and
numerous awards
The flagship of the MercedesBenz portfolio, which has carried
the name S-Class for more than
40 years, celebrated the name
anniversary during the fall of 2012.
Throughout history, the model has
enjoyed great popularity among
clients all over the world and won
numerous prestigious awards. In
2011, the S-Class received the
award for the best car in the luxury
segment from the automotive
magazine “auto motor und sport”
and the award “Prestige Car of the
Year” from the North American
TV show “Motoring Television”.
In addition, in 2010, for the fourth
consecutive year, the S-Class was
the best car in its segment in terms
of efficiency, technology and design
according to the JD Power APEAL.
The award for “World Green Car of
the Year 2012” further underlined
the S-Class’s leading role in green technologies over the premium segment.
Overall, Mercedes-Benz delivered over 3.5 million S-Class vehicles to date to customers around the world,
including the previous W 220 model series and the preceding generations. The S-Class is produced at
Mercedes-Benz plant in Sindelfingen.
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What You Can Look Forward To: Feb. 9th DriverSource Event
Top: Pagoda event
at DriverSource,
courtesy of Norm
Glorioso.
Middle right: An anthracite 300SL Roadster in The Vault.
Lower right: Interior
of a 280SL Pagoda
on display in The
Vault.
Lower left: A red
190SL on display
in the DriverSource
showroom.
Middle left: Another
red 190SL undergoing a full restoration
in the DriverSource
workshop.
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Answers to Your Technical Questions
Question: My Mercedes-Benz E-Class recently came off warranty. What is your recommendation about
continuing to have my car serviced at dealer where I bought the car, or going to an independent shop
for future service and repair jobs?
Answer: This is a tough question that has many variables. Although Mercedes-Benz dealers are often more
expensive than independent shops, they can offer excellent service with the most up-to-date tools and
techniques. In addition, MB dealers only use Genuine Mercedes-Benz parts for maintenance and repair. If
you have developed a good relationship with your dealer, and have had good experiences with their service
department, there is no reason why you shouldn’t continue to patronize your local Mercedes-Benz dealer.
Many owners do take their cars to independent MB specialist repair shops, particularly after their cars come
off warranty. Owners can often save significant amounts of money with an independent shop, a factor that
becomes increasingly important as a car ages and requires more ongoing maintenance and repair. One other
significant advantage that independent repair shops quite often provide owners is highly personalized service. Better independent shops also have the same computerized diagnosis tools that dealerships do, and
many send their technicians to periodic training so they can keep up with the latest developments for maintaining and repairing newer Mercedes-Benz models.
Bottom line is that it is a personal decision, but one that must be carefully considered to maintain owner
happiness with their car. Both resources can offer excellent maintenance and repair capabilities and supeior
customer service.
Question: I have been hearing more and more recently about today’s motor oils not providing the
protection they once did for my 1970 280SE (M130) engine. Can you elaborate on the situation with
regard to modern oils negatively affecting older car engines?
Answer: Indeed, over the past 8-10 years automotive engine oil specifications have changed and evolved
to meet the requirements and needs of modern car engines. Generally speaking, this is not good news for
owners of vintage Mercedes-Benz models, because the characteristics of these “modern” motor oils has
dramatically reduced the additives that reduce friction in the valvetrains of older engines. Without going
into technical details, owners of Mercedes-Benz models up to the early to mid 1990s (as well as thousands of
owners of other vintage cars of other marques) are finding that today’s oils are causing premature camshaft
and follower wear, often resulting in an expensive camshaft replacement and/or top-end rebuild.
The bottom line: if you own an older MB model, your days of going to your local AutoZone or O’Reilly’s and
picking up a case of Valvoline or Quaker State in the correct weight are over. Over time, you will damage
your engine.
Fortunately, there are solutions to this problem. Oils are available in both traditional petroleum-based
and newer semi- and full-synthetic formulations that are designed for older cars, particularly those with
high-pressure valvetrains. Even the major oil companies have realized this problem, and are introducing oils
specifically designed for older car engines that have acceptable levels of zinc and phosphorus (ZDDP) that
provide friction protection.
When buying oil for your older Mercedes-Benz, be sure to carefully research the oil’s properties to ensure
that it is acceptable for older engines. There are numerous brands available in the traditional weights and
grades that will meet your needs -- you just need to look a bit harder to find them. The main thing is to be
aware of the problem, and take corrective action before you inadvertantly cause harm to your car’s engine.
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Mercedes Marketplace
1982 Mercedes-Benz 300CD Coupe
I am offering for sale my beautiful black 1982 Mercedes 300CD to someone who will appreciate and take as
good care of her as I have. This coupe is sleek and shiny and really catches some looks. The interior is palomino and in excellent condition too. Excellent original paint.
Low mileage, 124,000, and has always been garaged and never been in storage, never sat up. This coupe
was purchased new at Star Motors in Houston. The car has been meticulously maintained and comes with
books and records. I am a non-smoker, the car has the original rich leather aroma of a classic Mercedes.
You will feel as safe as in a bank vault when driving this car. Shutting the doors has that reassuring, solid,
secure feel that was a hallmark of the older Mercedes. The Mercedes cast-iron diesel engine is built to last.
A Ferrari driver/dealer in Houston told me in l984 this car is the best street car Mercedes ever made.
The car is an excellent candidate for biodiesel and/or vegetable oil conversion. I want to find a good home
for my car. The price is $11,500 for this one-of-a-kind condition car.
Please call B. Duvall at (713) 780-8138 for more information and to see the car.
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Mercedes Marketplace
1987 Mercedes-Benz 560SEL
97000 Miles — Original Paint & Interior
Maintained by TGA past six years needs nothing
Many extras including 750W Sony/JLAudio/MBQuart sound
An outstanding classic 126 priced at $13,500
(281) 416 - 0936

The Houston Star

			
MBCA
| Houston Section Newsletter

Page 13

1960s era Mercedes-Benz parts for sale
* Set of 4 MB factory original alloys (14 X 6) with 195/70R14 Kelly Metric 600’s
mounted
(<2000 miles).
They include the center hub covers and correct wheel nuts.
They are ready to bolt on and go - complete and great “driver” condition.
No damage to the metal (curb rash or otherwise).
I had been using these occasionally on my 280SL until I sold her. $600.
* Original steering wheel in black. Removed from 1968 280SL, but will fit many
1960’s
cars. Great condition, but not perfect. $400 OBO.
* Kangol 2-point seat belts and mounting hardware Black, no damage, but appear
used. $400 OBO.
* Sevice manuals for cars between 1958 and 1969 (Big Blue Book). Different books
(cover different topics). $130 together.
* Rubber door seals for W113 - both L&R. $60
Will send photos upon request
Contact sctripp@comcast.net

Hardtop for 1983 380SL or similar model

Selling a dark green hard top with an ivory headliner being offered for free.
Just come and pick it up.
Contact: Joe Fischer at: joe.fischer-vbj@sbcglobal.net or (713) 850-1128.

Questions? Call your Section President at 503-805-9316 or the National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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Upcoming Events
DriverSource Event
February 9, 2013

Grand Am MB Car Corral
Circuit of the Americas, Austin, TX
March 1-2, 2013

Bayou Bend Tour & Lunch
April 14, 2013

Board of Directors Meetings
March 12, 2013
May 14, 2013

Board Meetings are open to ALL MBCA | Houston
Section members. Board Meetings are held every
2nd Tuesday of odd numbered months at 5:30 PM in
the 2nd Floor Conference Room at Mercedes-Benz
Greenway (3900 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX
77027), unless otherwise noted.

Newsletter Editor

Gerry Van Zandt			
503-805-9316
Editor’s e-mail:
gerry@vanzandt.us
Club Website:
http://www.mbca.org/houston

Are you moving?
To change your address, visit the MBCA website at:
				 http://www.mbca.org

Let’s keep in touch!

If your e-mail address has changed from that
which you gave to MBCA when you joined, or if
you just want to make sure you receive future
newsletters, send your preferred e-mail address to
gerry@vanzandt.us, or update your info at:
				
http://www.mbca.org

The Houston Star is the official publication of
MBCA | Houston Section, and is provided solely for
the benefit of its members. Opinions and ideas are for
information only. No official authentication is implied by
the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.
No inference should be made that the products or services advertised or reported herein have the approval
or recommendation of the editor/publisher, MBCA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG. Consult an authorized dealer
or qualified mechanic for specific applications to your
vehicle. Material for publication may be sent to gerry@
vanzandt.us. Deadline is the 20th of each month for the
following month’s issue. The editor reserves the right to
edit, and to refuse, any submissions and/or advertising.
Submission of material constitutes permission to publish.
Permission to reproduce material original to the Houston
Star is granted provided proper credit is given.

