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The New Mercedes-Benz B-Class
As President of a MBCA Section, I
tend to get a great deal of
information about future vehicles
and remakes of existing vehicles.
As a profoundly curious individual
with finely honed internet surfing
skills, I tend to root out even more
details... the following information
on the new B-Class was extracted
from various websites throughout
Europe and the USA.
The B-Class is, as its name
suggests, intended to sit in the MB range between the A-Class and
the entry-level C-Class models.
Obviously. Less obviously, it is
conceptually a smaller answer to
the upcoming R-Class, an opulent
4x4-crossover station wagon which
shares its underpinnings with the
new M-Class. It's front-wheel drive
only, and considerably more
compact, but it shares a similar

approach in its roof height and
interior versatility.
The show car on display at the
Detroit Motor Show, called Vision
B Compact Sports Tourer, is fitted
with a new four-cylinder 140bhp
diesel engine and a new CVT auto
gearbox, but expect production
cars to come with a similar engine
line-up to the C-Class, starting with
1.8-litre units.
Mercedes hopes that this model will
appeal to a whole new younger
generation of customers, and sees
it as a competitor to cars like the
Subaru Impreza wagon and Saab
9-2X, Audi A3 Sportwagon and
perhaps the upcoming Volkswagen
Golf Plus.
(continued on page 4)
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President’s Message
One of the toughest parts of being both Newsletter Editor
and President is coming up with a new and unique “President’s
Message” every month.
There are the administrative tasks such as listing
upcoming events: New Members Dinner on Feb. 19th (details
on page 8), the German Heritage Festival on Mar. 19th
(details in next months issue), The Spring Autocross on March
13th (details on page 6). Then there is the review of recent
events such as the Tech Session at European Star Motors
just held on Jan. 29th (deatils in next months issue).
It seems that by the time all of that is covered there isn’t a
lot of space left. Well, I’ll make it short and sweet... as your
President and a fellow MB enthusiast, I want to know what we can do to improve our section of
MBCA. I’m looking for input about the events and services we offer our members. Good or Bad, if
you’ve got some thoughts on it, lemme hear them. email me (mhaney@3dtriad.com) or call me (713298-4580) and share your thoughts. There is a reason we list the names and numbers of all our
board members on every newsletter, we want to hear from you.
As always, we need pictures and stories of members cars for the cover.
Mike Haney - President
MBCA - Houston Section

If you’re near MB-Greenway, check out the new CLS 4dr Coupe on display
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Turn it Off - All the Way Off!
Ever wonder how to turn off the ESP in your MB? Well, this extract is from an article in the November 2004
issue of "Car and Driver", page 100: which tells you how to do so.
For years we've complained about the built-in behavior of the electronic stability programs in
Mercedes-Benzes, which automatically intervene to shut down power and braking when they think
your driving needs help. A dashboard switch suggests the program can be turned off, but it can't
- it just kicks in at what it sees as a more intemperate level of driving on your part. We were
convinced it simply could not be shut off.
Well, Benz lovers, we found a way.
Here's how. To start, turn the ignition to the first accessory position, making sure the dash display
shows the odometer. The SRS airbag light should be on. Press the trip odometer reset button
three times rapidly before it goes off. If you do this right, a screen will appear showing a voltmeter.
Then press the "up" arrow on the left side of the wheel twice to take you to the "ESP dynamometer
test" screen. Using the plus (+) button on the right side of the wheel, select "on." And then start
the car. Warnings will appear informing you that the ESP, ABS, and BAS (brake assist) aids are
now turned off and you're on your own.
If you did it right, you've put the car in a mode intended for diagnostic testing on a rolling
dynamometer - all electronic supervision is unplugged. Unhindered by techno-aids, the SLK's grip
on the skidpad improved by 0.03 g compared with simply hitting the ESP switch on the dash. To
return all the safety technology, scroll back to the dyno test screen and select "W/t. 15 off" with the
minus (-) button. Shutting off all the electronic aids isn't easy, and that should tell you something.
Owners are not generally privy to the dynamometer mode; therefore, we will continue to publish
test numbers attained with the dashboard ESP switch turned off. We just thought you'd want to
know.
While we at MBCA-Houston do not condone shutting off safety features, it is an interesting option for
those that want to push the envelop a bit more.
I should also point out that this may not work on all MB’s... I’m fairly certain it will have no effect
whatsoever on my 1966 230SL !!!
Thanks to Richard Wilkins for passing this article along.
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It also expects it to be bought as a second or
third car in households which already have an SClass or other larger Mercedes, as an
economical runaround. Prices in the US are
expected to start from around $25,000.

Although Mercedes hasn't yet confirmed
availability in Europe of this model, initially
claiming that it has been designed specifically
with US buyers in mind, it's likely that we will
be offered a version at a later date.

* New Customers only. * Synthetic oil extra
** February only

The Houston Star
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CASARI’S
- Lifetime Warranty on Body & Frame Repairs Porsche - Mercedes-Benz - BMW
Computer Analyzer

Glasurite Original Paint System on Premises
No Warranty on Rust Repair

All OEM Replacement Parts

5 Year Warranty on Complete Paint Work
1 Year Warranty on Mechanical Work
Laser Front & Rear 4-Wheel Alignment

Jorge Casari
281-469-3302 - Phone
281-890-2637 - Fax

12470 Windfern Road
Houston, Texas

Hans Gottwald’s

Foreign Auto Body Shop Inc.
1517 Silber Road
Houston, Texas 77055
Hans Gottwald
President – Owner

713/680-2266 Voice
713/680-0613 Fax

Curt Rich
Since 1981 at

Star Motor Cars
7000 Katy Road / Houston, TX 77024
Tel: 713-868-6820
E-Mail: curt@curtrich.com
Web Site: www.curtrich.com

1969–2002 32 Years of Quality Collision Repair
In Remembrance of the Victims of September 11, 2001

God Bless America
Sales * Leasing * New * Pre-Owned * Fleet
National Champion - Mercedes-Benz Product Knowledge
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It’s that time again!!! The Spring
Autocross is Sunday Mar. 13th. at
Kingwood College in Humble.
Event cost:
$10 per driver for
members
$15 per driver for
non-members

Drivers should
be there by
12:30, event
begins at 1:00pm

Contact:
Mike Haney 713-298-4580
for information
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Texas-German A
ut
oha
us, L.P
Aut
utoha
ohaus,
L.P..
Service and Repair of MERCEDES and BMW Automobiles
EUROPEAN PERFORMANCE
Located on Edloe St., between Richmond and Westheimer.
State of the Art computerized equipment and tools.
Oil Change Special while you wait.
Complimentary Shuttle Service to your home or office.
Free Oil and Filter change for new customers.
Factory trained and certified technicians.

The TGA Team
50 years of experience
visit online @ www.t-g-a.com
3417 Edloe St. Houston, Texas 77027 Tel. (713) 850-8282 Fax (713) 850-8818

F&J EUROPEAN AUTO PARTS INC.
6115 Clarewood
Houston, TX 77081

SPECIALIZING IN MERCEDES BENZ PARTS
FORMERLY WITH MORITZ E.C.P.
PH 713/773-0887
Parts Rep.
FX 713/773-0767
FEDERICO & JAVIER
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Map of Houston Area MBCA Members
Ever wonder how our membership is distributed throughout the area? So have we... the map above
shows the primary concentration of our 300 or so members in the Houston section of the MBCA. We
have many members in outlying areas not shown on this map, but data such as this helps us to plan
events in areas that are convenient to as many members as possible.
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Mercedes Marketplace
For Sale:
1970 280S - White with Red interior. Very nice original condition. Chrome is in great shape. Original
paint. Presently, I’m hoping to find someone who will finish the work I have begun on this original survivor.
It is ready for exterior cosmetics. Work that has been done includes: rebuilt Twin Solex carbs, camshaft
turned, timing chain replaced, Duralevers installed, fresh Continental GT8000 tires, front speaker
replaced, valve job, engine rebuilt, odometer rebuilt, speedometer cable replaced, new front brake
calipers discs and pads, new muffler and exhaust, power steering pump, gas tank cleaned, new gas
sending unit, blower motor(in trunk), new distributor, brake booster replaced, transmission overhauled,
new battery, radiator cleaned, etc... Over $11,000 invested, first $6,000 gets to finish this project! Call
Charlie or Cece at (281)354-8871.
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Mercedes Marketplace
For Sale:
2002 C-32 Mercedes
AMG,
immaculate
condition. Black exterior,
gray interior – waxed
monthly. Xenon lights, CD
changer, rear window
shade and tinted windows.
100k transferable warranty.
41,000 miles. Original
owner. $38,500. Call John
at (936) 321-0690. [10/04]

MEMBERS: Marketplace ads for members cost $5.00 for a text ad and $20 for a picture & text ad. The ads will run for 3 months
unless asked to repeat. ALL PICTURE ADS MUST BE PROVIDED IN DIGITAL FORMAT - NO HARDCOPY PHOTOGRAPHS.
NON-MEMBERS: Non-members may run text ads for $10 or text / picture ads for $25 per issue. ALL PICTURE ADS MUST BE
PROVIDED IN DIGITAL FORMAT - NO HARDCOPY PHOTOGRAPHS.
Make your checks payable to MBCA and send to MBCA Editor, 5528 Jessamine, Houston, TX 77081. IT MUST BE RECEIVED BY
THE 10th of the preceding month’s publication to make it into that month’s issue.

MBCA, INC.
HOUSTON SECTION
Mike Haney, Editor
5528 Jessamine
Houston, Texas 77081

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT

MIKE HANEY
713/298-4580

VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
IMMEDIATE PAST PRES.

MARVIN BOYD
281-360-1766
MARJORIE RUSSELL
936-321-2475
DAVID COLE

DIRECTORS
Carol Bowen
Alberto Gomez-Rivas
Jim Johnson
Harry Ramirez
Haskell Smith
Richard Wilkins
Charles T. Wyatt

281-296-2444
713-781-4377
281-457-5759
281-395-6359
281-360-9550
713-227-6603
281-469-7428

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Jeff Evans
Norma Kilway

936-321-5092
936-321-5092

Club Historian:
Web Page:

Ruth Johnson
http://www.mbca.org/houston

Editor’s Email:
Editor’s Fax:

mhaney@3dtriad.com
713-660-8550

REGIONAL DIRECTOR
Steve Russell
email:

936-321-2475
benzer@flash.net

Want a free car wash?
Mercedes-Benz of Sugar Land is giving free
car washes to all MB’s every Saturday.
MBCA - Houston Section’s website now posts
the newsletters online every month in full color!!!
Log in and see:
http://www.mbca.org/houston

2005 Calendar of Events
February 19th 2005
New Members Dinner:
King Fish Market - 11335 Katy Freeway
Marjorie Russell: 936-321-2475

March 13th 2005
Spring Autocross - Kingwood College
Mike Haney: 713-298-4580

March 19th 2005
German Heritage Festival - Tomball Area
Details Pending

The Houston Star is the official publication of the Houston
Section, MBCA, and is provided solely for the benefit of its
members. Opinions and ideas are for information only.
No official authentication is implied by the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG. No inference
should be made that the products or services advertised
or reported herein have the approval or recommendation
of the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG.
Consult an authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for
specific applications to your vehicle. Material for publication may be sent to MBCA, 5528 Jessamine, Houston, TX
77081. Deadline is the 10th of each month for the following month’s issue. The editor reserves the right to edit,
and to refuse, any submissions and/or advertising. Submission of material constitutes permission to publish. Permission to reproduce material original to The Houston
Star is granted provided proper credit is given.

