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Upcoming Events
December 5:
Holiday Party/40th
Anniversary Party
(page 8)

January 17:
Tour of Gullo Automotive
Museum
(page 9)

January 30:
Early entry at the Houston
Auto Show
(page 10)

February 20:
Visit to the Buffalo Soldiers
National Museum
(page 11)

Above: Members of MBCA from the DFW area
gathered at the Battleship Texas on November 15
during their weekend trip to Galveston. For more
pictures, see page 7.

March 19:
Bluebonnet Run
(page 11)

MBCA | Houston is on Facebook!
See what’s happening in the club and get the latest up-to-date event information.

Connect with us at
facebook.com/mbcahouston

President’s Message
Dear Houston Section Members,
Let me start off by congratulating Ethan and Kara Wood for their willingness to
be elected Houston Section Vice President and Secretary respectively, and James
Gilliam, John Stone IV, and Jeff Taner for being elected to the Houston Section Board
of Directors. The board and I are looking forward to working with them. Additionally, I
would like to thank those Board Members who decided to stay and continue serving
the Houston Section through 2016. Finally, I’d like to thank the Board and the Houston
Section Membership for electing me President after briefly serving as Interim President.
Oktoberfest came a little later than usual this
year, and things were a bit soggy. Nevertheless,
Hans and Peter and the rest of the staff at TGA put
on an Oktoberfest that didn’t disappoint on Saturday, November 7, 2015. We also managed to take
care of some business and hold our annual Election
at the same time. You can find a writeup about Oktoberfest in this issue of the Houston Star.
Last year, we hosted a Members Appreciation
Dinner at Capital Grille in the Galleria area that was
received with much acclaim and positivity. We returned to the Capital Grille again this year on Saturday, November 14, 2015 for our Members Appreciation Dinner, and you can read all about the experience in this issue of the Houston Star.
The Houston Section had a surprise visit by the Fort Worth Section as they visited Galveston and La Porte during their Texas History Overnighter. Because we did not
hear about this event until just a couple of weeks before their planned excursion here,
we did not have time to make this into a Houston Section event. So, a few Officers and
Board Members greeted the Fort Worth Section at Battleship Texas on Sunday, November 15 to welcome them to our neck of the woods. It was a pleasure to meet Fort
Worth Section President Larry Vaughn, and former Fort Worth Section President and
current Newsletter Editor/Membership Chair, DJ de Jesus.

(continued on next page)
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President’s Message
(continued)
On Saturday, December 5, 2015, we’ll close out 2015 with our Annual Holiday
Party, except this year, we’ll combine it with our 40th Anniversary Party. The Houston
Section turned 40 on October 17, 2015, and we acknowledged that fact during our trip
to Dick’s Classic Garage and Automotive Museum in San Marcos on that same day.
However, this party will be our official celebration of that day. We’ll have our party at
Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands on Saturday, December 5, 2015 from 6 to 9pm. Our
40th anniversary comes only once in history, so come join us. In lieu of admission,
we’ll take up a collection of non-perishable food to be donated by the Club to the
Houston Food Bank. More information about this party can be found in this issue of the
Houston Star.
We have two events planned for January that we’re sure you’ll enjoy. We’ve arranged for a rare opportunity to tour Tony
Gullo’s expansive collection of automobiles at
his home in Magnolia on Sunday, January 17,
2016. On Saturday, January 30, 2016, the
Houston Section will visit the 2016 Houston
Auto Show at NRG Center. We will be
granted special access 15 minutes before the
show is opened to the public and discounted
admission. For more information on these
events, please check this issue of the Houston Star.
Other Houston Section events for 2016 include a tour of the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum on February 20th, our Annual New Members Dinner at Maggiano’s Little
Italy on March 5th, our Annual Bluebonnet Run to Messina Hof in Bryan with a tour of
the winery and a tasting with the Lone Star Section on March 19th, Wings and Wheels
at the 1940 Air Terminal Museum on April 16th, and the Eleventh Annual Texas Mercedes-Benz Owners’ Get Together in Centerville on May 21st.
Finally, don't forget to take our Events Survey by December 11th at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KZJ6RPH to help your Board in planning the events
that you want to attend in 2016.
Peace and Blessings to you this Holiday Season, and have a fantastic 2016!
Joseph Middleton | President | Mercedes-Benz Club of America | Houston Section
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Event Report: Oktoberfest at TGA
Saturday November 7
By Joseph Middleton

Oktoberfest came late this year for the Houston Section, but that was just fine. We still
partied and had a great time at the 22nd Annual Texas-German Autohaus Oktoberfest. The
TGA Oktoberfest is a long standing tradition that the Houston Section is proud and pleased to
participate in each year. Hans, Peter, and the rest of the TGA staff ensure that we have a
great time, and this year was no exception. Rain caused the Oktoberfest to be moved indoors
inside the shop area of TGA. Our backdrop included Mercedes-Benz autos, as well as a few
BMWs and a Porsche. It was a backdrop that would make the heart of any gearhead go aflutter. A short Technical Session was performed using our newest Board Member, John Stone
IV’s 2005 E55 AMG. Attendees got a chance to hear that beautiful piece of engineering scream
thanks to its supercharger as it was revved up a few times.
As noon rolled around, it was time to eat. Charivari Restaurant catered the affair as
usual, and the menu did not disappoint one bit. Attendees were treated to knackwurst, white
bratwurst, and beer bratwurst with a side of sauerkraut and mashed potatoes. For dessert,
there was apple strudel with vanilla sauce and Blue Bell Homemade Vanilla Ice Cream. I
should not neglect to mention that there were plenty of bottles of wine and German beer on
hand, because a proper Oktoberfest always includes German beer.
After we ate, the Houston Section took care of a little business by electing our Officers
and Board Members for 2016. A slate was presented, and John Stone IV was nominated from
the floor to serve on the Board of Directors. After the election, it was time for Hans to hand
out door prizes.
Hans, Peter, and the entire TGA staff really know how to throw a great party. The
Houston Section is looking forward to next year as always!
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More Pictures of Oktoberfest
Saturday November 7
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Event Report: Members Appreciation Dinner at The
Capital Grille
Saturday November 14
By Joseph Middleton
The Houston Section returned to
Capital Grille in the Galleria for the second
time for an outstanding Members Appreciation dinner on Saturday, November
14th. Twenty-two Houston Section members were present. Most of the members in
attendance were long-time members of the
Club, but we were graced by the attendance of some of our newest members,
such as Langley Ho, who made the Members Appreciation Dinner his first Houston
Section event.
The attentive wait staff and hosts gave our group top notch service and served us a
four course meal consisting of appetizers (steak tartare, miniature lobster and crab cakes, and
pan-fried calamari with hot peppers), salad (choice of field greens with tomatoes and fresh
herbs, or wedge with bleu cheese and Applewood smoked bacon), entrée (choice of filet mignon 10 oz, bone-in Kona crusted dry aged NY Strip with Shallot butter, Dry aged NY Strip au
poivre with Courvoisier Cream 14 oz, all-natural herb grilled Chicken, or Seared Citrus glazed
Salmon) accompanied with mashed potatoes, roasted wild mushrooms, and seasonal fresh
vegetables, and dessert (choice of flourless chocolate espresso cake or crème brulee). In addition to a wonderful meal, we also gave out a few nice Mercedes-Benz branded door prizes
that any Mercedes-Benz aficionado would be glad to have in their collection.
Our thanks go out to the staff at Capital Grille for ensuring that we had a wonderful time!
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MBCA Fort Worth Section Visits Houston/Galveston
Sunday November 15
Here are more pictures of DFW members as mentioned in the President’s Message on page 2. For even more pictures and a short write-up of the event, go
here: https://plus.google.com/photos/111552906599901205636/albums/6218332401629818977?banner=pwa
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Holiday Party and 40th Anniversary Party
Saturday December 5
Join the Houston Section on Saturday, December 5th 2015 for our annual
holiday party, which will be combined with our 40th anniversary celebration. The
party will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands. In lieu
of admission, we are asking all attendees to bring a non-perishable food item to
be donated to the Houston Food Bank. If you are wondering what to bring, here
are the most needed items requested by the Houston Food Bank:
• Canned fruits in water or light syrup
• Whole grain macaroni, linguine or spaghetti
• Canned tomatoes, no salt added or reduced sodium
• Canned tuna or chicken in water
• Canned, green vegetables (green beans spinach collard greens), no salt
added or reduced sodium
• Canned beans, no salt added or reduced sodium
If you are planning to attend
this event, please sign up at
this Evite page so we know how
many people to expect:
http://evite.me/fCXrhpdcs2
Christmas comes once a year,
but our 40th anniversary comes
only once in history! Mark your
calendar!
Event Details:
What: Holiday Party and MBCA Houston 40th
Anniversary Party
When: Saturday December 5, 2015 @ 6-9 pm
Where: Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands
16917 Interstate 45 South
The Woodlands, TX 77385
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Tour of Tony Gullo's Automobile Collection
Sunday January 17
MBCA | Houston Section is starting 2016 on the right foot. We’ve arranged
for a rare opportunity to tour Tony Gullo’s expansive collection of automobiles at
his home in Magnolia. We will stage at Starbucks located in Vintage Park at
10805 Louetta at 10:30am, and caravan to lunch at Hickory Corral in Magnolia at
18535 FM 1488 at 11:30am. Afterward, we’ll caravan to Mr. Gullo’s home for our
1pm tour. Admission to the Gullo Automotive Museum is a $10 donation to
Gullo’s Christmas for Kids, which is payable at the door. Gullo’s Christmas for Kids
helps 50-55 needy families during the Christmas holiday season by throwing a
Christmas party for needy kids with a chance for them to meet Santa Claus, and
presenting each family with a Christmas ham, a gift card, a Christmas Tree, and
decorations. Additionally, Christmas for Kids has expanded to include the Earning
by Learning Program reading incentive program for 3rd graders at 5 Conroe ISD
schools, and the Montgomery County Senior Scholarship Program, which awards
12-20 scholarships per year to seniors at 12 participating Montgomery County
Schools at $1,500 per scholarship.
So, join us and don’t miss this rare chance to see one of the nation’s top car collections, and support a good cause in the process.
RSVP to Joseph Middleton at editorjoseph@gmail.com. RSVPs must be received
by Saturday, January 16, 2016.

Event Details:
What: Tour of Tony Gullo’s Automobile Collection
When: Sunday January 17, 2016
Where: Meet at Starbucks at 10:30am
10805 Louetta
Houston, TX 77070
RSVP: editorjoseph@gmail.com by Sat January 16
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Early Entry to Houston Auto Show
Saturday January 30
The Houston Section is going to the 2016 Houston Auto Show! Join us at
9:30am on Saturday, January 30, 2016 at NRG Center to see over 700,000
square feet of the latest automobiles from the world’s top automakers. In addition to the new cars, there will be a Kids Fun Zone, an Aftermarket Exhibit Area,
and new automobile innovations in the Energy Pavillion. Attendees will also have
the chance to do a ride and drive of select models from major auto makers.
The Houston Section has been granted the outstanding opportunity to enter the Auto Show 15 minutes before it opens to the public at a discounted rate
of $10 per adult (regular price $12 per adult). Admission for children ages 6-12
is $5, and children 5 and under are admitted for free when accompanied by an
adult.
We’ll assemble in NRG Center in Lobby B, room 107 at 9:30am to purchase our
tickets, and will be granted entry into the show at 9:45am. Payment is cash only,
and will be collected the day of the event.
An ATM is located on-site.
The parking rate at NRG is $12 per
space, cash only. NRG is also conveniently
served by the METRORail Red Line.
For more information and/or to RSVP,
contact Joseph Middleton at editorjoseph@gmail.com
Event Details:
What: Houston Auto Show
When: Saturday January 30, 2016 @ 9:30 am
Where: NRG Center, Lobby B room 107
One NRG Park
Houston, TX 77054
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More Upcoming Events in 2016
Visit to the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum
Calling all history buffs! The Houston Section will tour the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum on
Saturday, February 20, 2016 at 11:00am. The Buffalo Soldiers National Museum is located at
3816 Caroline St. Houston, TX 77004. Admission to the museum is $10 per person; $5.00Students/Seniors 60+ and Military W/ID; 5 and under Free. For more information, contact Joseph Middleton at editorjoseph@gmail.com.
For more information, please see the following link:
http://mbca.org/event-notice/2016-02-20/visit-buffalo-soldiers-national-museum

Bluebonnet Run and Messina Hof winery Tour in Bryan, TX
The Houston Section’s Annual Bluebonnet Run will be Saturday, March 19, 2016, with a
rain date of Saturday, March 26, 2016. Travel with us as we take a journey to see the Texas
wildflowers in bloom. Our destination will be Messina Hof Winery and Resort in Bryan, where
the Lone Star Section will also join us.
Messina Hof is a family owned business based on the three cornerstones of family, tradition,
and, romance; and is dedicated to producing a gold medal winning wine in every variety, and
to maximize opportunities developed from the wines in a tourism destination focused on the
best in hospitality, food, and customer service.
Upon our arrival, we will dine for lunch at The Vintage House Restaurant located on the
grounds of Messina Hof, followed by a private tour and tasting.
We will stage at Starbucks at 10805 Louetta Rd. at the Vintage Park Shopping Center at
9:00am and depart for Messina Hof at 9:30am, taking a scenic routing that will avoid freeways for the most part.
There are no upfront costs for this event; just your lunch bill and the tour fee ($15/person).
RSVP to Joseph Middleton at editorjoseph@gmail.com by Wednesday, March 16, 2016 so
we can have an accurate headcount for the restaurant and private tour.
Agenda:
9:00am - Meet at Starbucks (10805 Louetta Rd., Houston, TX 77070)
9:30am - Depart for Bluebonnet Run
11:00-11:15am - Arrive at Messina Hof Winery
11:30am - Lunch
1:00pm - Private Tour of the Winery (1 hour tour)
For more information, please see the following link:
http://mbca.org/event-notice/2016-03-19/houston-section-annual-bluebonnet-run-messina-hof-bryan
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For Sale
Mercedes-Benz Automobiles, Parts, and Accessories
Members: Ads are free to Houston Section members and will run for one month. If you
would like to renew the ad, you must email us and let us know by the first of month. All ads
are limited to 100 words and one photo.
Non-members: May post an ad for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories for
$25.00 per month. Ads for non-members will run for one month. If a non-member wishes to
renew their ad, they must pay an additional $25.00 for each month. All ad fees are due by the
first of the month.

Ads for non Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories will not be accepted.

For Sale: 2005 E55 AMG

Desert Silver (Champagne), dark charcoal interior.
Brand new 19 inch wheels and tires, including new TPMS sensors!
New AMG Mats - 12 inch subwoofer, and factory Harmon Kardon sound.
New DynoComp Long Tube Headers & ECU.
FabTech Cold Air Intake, Carbon Fiber Intake Fins and air cleaners.
New Intercooler and pump, new alternator, brake servo and main belt.
Locally owned and serviced car - 136,XXX miles, very well kept.
This car has all options, except distronic - has massaging seats, panorama roof, parktronic,
navigation.
Owner bought a new E63 and needs garage space.
$15,000 (Original sticker of over $94,000!)
Contact John at 281-748-3059
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MBCA Houston Section
PO Box 2261
Houston, TX 77252
mbcahouston.org

Welcome New Members
Tarus Burrell
Muhammad Khalid
Wendell Payne
Mario Rodriguez
Randall Starks
Yuyu Wang

Board of Directors
President
Joseph Middleton
editorjoseph@gmail.com
Vice President
Ethan Wood
ethan.wood@eclipsegroupllc.com
Secretary
Kara Armstrong
kara.l.armstrong@gmail.com
Treasurer
Gerald Grogin
gerrygrogin@att.net
713-667-8979
Board Members
Marvin Boyd
mwboyd@embarqmail.com
281-360-1766
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com
Dan Goshorn
dgosh28@hotmail.com
Bernard L. Middleton
blmiddleton@aol.com
713-875-0304
Nina Midway
ninamidway@aol.com
Jeremy Wood
jeremy.wood@c3tel.com
713-677-9668
James Gilliam
jimgilliam3@yahoo.com
Mike Speer
speermp@hotmail.com
John Stone IV
jandjstoneiv@hotmail.com
Jeff Taner
jotaner@swbell.net
Regional Director
Gene Jurick
gjurick@tx.rr.com | 972-461-1981
Newsletter Editor
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Theodore Dinklage
Angel Ojeda
Jackson Seltzer
Frederick Swain
Thomas Taylor

Some photos used in this newsletter are by special
permission of Daimler AG

The Houston Star is the official publication of the
Houston Section, MBCA, and is provided solely
for the benefit of its members. Opinions and ideas
are for information only. No official authentication
is implied by the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBAG or DBAG. No inference should be made
that the products or services advertised or reported herein have the approval or recommendation of the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG
or DBAG. Consult an authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for specific applications to your vehicle. Material for publication may be sent to
MBCA Houston Section, PO Box 2261, Houston,
TX 77252 Deadline is the 10th of each month for
the following month’s issue. The editor reserves
the right to edit, and to refuse, any submissions
and/or advertising. Submission of material constitutes permission to publish. Permission to reproduce material original to The Houston Star is
granted provided proper credit is given.
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