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Working on member Joseph Middleton’s 1981 300SD at the DIY Tech Session
on Sat March 7. Full event writeup on page 6.
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President’s Message
Hello Houston Section Members,
Hot News: Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands is the newest authorized Mercedes-Benz dealership in Texas! Mark your calendars - the grand opening is scheduled for April 18th, 2015. Their
address is: 16917 I-45 South Feeder Road, The Woodlands,
Texas 77385. Please contact Bob Milner at 936-828-4862 for
more information or visit the website at: www.mbotw.com
Post Taxation Libations Cocktail Party – Thursday, April 16th
Come on out to the Cadillac Bar and spend some time with your
friends in the Houston Section as we “honor” the passing of tax
day. If you had to pay more taxes this year, we will commiserate with you… If you’re expecting a nice fat refund check, we will celebrate with you! It should be a very fun event where
you can get to know some of the members in the section and just hang out with your friends.
Join us on April 16th from 4:30pm – 7:00pm at the Cadillac Bar on 1802 Shepherd Dr., in
Houston - 77007. For more information, check out the article in this month’s newsletter, or call
Jeremy Wood at: 713-677-9668.
MBCA Coffee and Cars Meet and Greet – Sunday, April 19th
Back by popular demand, on Sunday, April 19th Dan Goshorn will be hosting our MBCA Coffee and Cars Meet and Greet at the Starbucks located at 14607 Memorial Dr., in Houston
from 9:00am until 11:00am. Our last Coffee and Cars Meet and Greet in the Spring Valley Village area was a huge success. Please stop in for a cup of your favorite brew and some good
fellowship with your fellow MBCA friends! For more information, check out the article in this
month’s newsletter, or contact Dan Goshorn at: 832-881-0860.
DIY Tech Session #2 – Saturday, April 25th
Our last Do-It-Yourself Tech Session was a big hit with our members. As a result, we are
happy to report that the second DIY Tech Session is scheduled for Saturday, April 25th at
Barbara Jordan High School which is located at 5800 Eastex Freeway (Kelly St. and Eastex
Freeway) in Houston - 77026. There will be a presentation on A/C Systems and attendees
will have the opportunity to check their cars A/C system. For More information, check out the
article in this month’s newsletter, or contact Joseph Middleton at editorjoseph@gmail.com.
We have a great lineup of events scheduled this month, so pencil us in and come see what
all of the buzz is about! As always, we appreciate and value your opinion, drop me a line anytime with your thoughts and suggestions. Cheers!
Steve Russell
President
MBCA- Houston Section
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DIY Tech Session II
April 25, 2015 — 9am
Due to popular demand, the Houston
Section will return to Barbara Jordan
High School for another DIY Tech Session on Saturday, April 25, 2015 at the
auto shop located in the rear of the
school starting at 9am. Barbara Jordan
High School is located in Northeast
Houston at 5800 Eastex Freeway (Kelly
St. and Eastex Freeway).
Summer is rapidly approaching, and auto shop teacher Homer Swihart will give a presentation on A/C systems, and check the operation of the A/C on attendees' vehicles. We will have
four 2-post lifts, and two 4-post lifts (alignment rack and lube rack) at our disposal, so attendees will have the opportunity to do light wrenching on their vehicles (think oil and fluid
changes) and perform undercarriage inspections. Please remember to wear proper footwear
(closed toe shoes), and bring your own tools, fluids, filters, parts, or whatever you may need
to perform your maintenance/repairs. Eye protection will be provided. There will be breakfast
before the Tech Session starts. The cost of admission is $15 per person and includes breakfast. You can pay in advance using Paypal at http://www.mbcahouston.org/prepay-rsvp.html.
Payment will also be accepted on the day of the event.
Please RSVP to Joseph Middleton at editorjoseph@gmail.com by Wednesday, April 22,
2015.
Schedule of Activities:
9:00am-9:30am: Arrival and registration
9:30am-10:00am: Breakfast
10:00am-2:00pm: Tech Session
We look forward to seeing you there!

Event Details:
What: DIY Tech Session II
When: Saturday April 25, 2015 @ 9:00am
Where: Barbara Jordan High School
5800 Eastex Freeway, Houston TX, 77026
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Event Report: Bluebonnet Run & Messina Hof Winery Tour
Saturday March 28, 2015 @ 9:45am

About a dozen MBCA members enjoyed a day of fun and sight-seeing through the areas between College Station and Houston en route to Messina Hof Winery. After lunch in The Vintage House restaurant on site, members took a tour of the property and learned about the
history of Messina Hof and wine country in Texas. At the end of the tour, participants got to
taste several varieties of Messina Hof
wine. The day concluded with shopping
at The Tasting Room and the drive
back to Houston.
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Post-Taxation Libations Cocktail Party
Thursday April 16 @ 4:30pm
To “honor” the passing of Tax Day 2015, MBCA
Houston is hosting our own “Post-Taxation Libations” Cocktail Party on April 16th. Enjoy a drink at
the Cadillac Bar in The Heights while pondering your
contribution to Uncle Sam’s coffers.

Event Details:
What: Post-Taxation Libations Cocktail Party
When: Thursday April 16, 2015 @ 4:30pm-7:00pm
Where: Cadillac Bar
1802 Shepherd Dr, Houston, TX 77007

Upcoming 2015 Events
Here is a preview of just some of the events we have planned for the rest of
2015. Details to follow as they get closer:
May 2 & 3 – Keels and Wheels (non-MBCA event)
May 23 – Centerville trip – 10th anniversary
May 30 – Track day at MSR in Angleton (moved from April 18)
June 20 – DriverSource Tour
July 18 – Family-oriented event
August 8 & 9 – Lake Charles casino overnight trip
September 19 – St. Arnold brewery tour
October 3 – MBCA Houston Section 40th anniversary celebration
November 14 – Members appreciation dinner
December 5 – Holiday party
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Event Report: DIY Tech Session
Saturday March 7, 2015 @ 8:00am
Three years ago, the Houston Section held a well-received DIY Technical Session at Barbara
Jordan High School near Kashmere Gardens on Houston's northeast side. We left the school
that day with the intention to return again as soon as possible to have another Tech Session.
We did return, though it was much later than we anticipated. As the saying goes, better late
than never! So, on Saturday, March 7, 2015, we
held our Second DIY Tech Session at Barbara Jordan High School.
We had four lifts at our disposal in auto shop
teacher Homer Swihart's auto shop, and eleven cars
present, but Joseph Middleton was the only member
brave enough to put his car on the lift and do some
work. Joseph was able to demonstrate a flexible
brake line replacement for the front brakes on his
1981 300SD, as well as an undercarriage inspection. After the brake line replacement was completed, we headed to the culinary arts department’s
dining area for a BBQ lunch prepared by culinary
arts teacher David Hill’s culinary arts students. We
started off with salad, followed by the main course, which was a choice between brisket or
chicken. For dessert, we were served homemade sweet potato pie with whipped cream topping. The students were happy to show off their cooking and serving skills, and we were
more than happy to be served by the students.
After our meal, we took group photos with the students and staff who participated in the Tech
Session and thanked the students for their excellent service. We are looking forward to returning to the High School for another Tech Session this month! We want to thank the Magnet Coordinator Al Lloyd, Mr. Swihart, Mr. Hill, and the participating students at Barbara Jordan High School for their assistance in making this event successful.
For more pictures, see our writeup on the MBCA website here:
http://www.mbca.org/event-report/2015-03-07/diy-technical-session-barbara-jordan-high-school
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Track Day at MSR Houston
Saturday May 30, 2015 @ 9:00am
MBCA Houston is hosting a Track Day at MSR Houston for those that want the adrenaline
rush of driving someone else’s car on the edge! Here are the full details from MSR:

Get your adrenaline pumping on the track
Introduce your clients or colleagues to a world that many have observed, but few have the
opportunity to participate. A majority of people in our society drive every day, but only a minority ever has the chance to drive performance vehicles on a professional road course. Use
our Performance Courses to reward your team or deliver a truly unique client relation experience. MSR Houston Performance Courses are designed and structured to safely deliver the
excitement and challenge of high performance road course driving to drivers with varying skill
levels. All driving activities are instructor-supervised and utilize either Mercedes-Benz C250s
or Spec Racer Fords.
FULL DAY PERFORMANCE COURSE
Event Duration: 8 hours
Maximum Number of Participants: 24 participants
Event Locations: Road Course & Member’s Lounge
Event Vehicles: Mercedes-Benz C250 Sport sedans
Rate: $800 per participant

Continued on next page...
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Track Day at MSR Houston (cont.)
Saturday May 30, 2015 @ 9:00am
Give us a full day, and we can teach anyone the basics of performance driving in a safetyfocused, fun and professional environment. The Full-Day Performance Course teaches participants the fundamentals of performance driving beginning with low speed vehicle dynamics
exercises and culminating with the participants independently lapping the road course at
speed for two driving sessions.
Mercedes-Benz C250s will be used for the duration of the course. Participants with performance coupes or sedans that wish to drive their vehicles on the road course may do so at the
end of the day.
Sample Agenda
9:00 AM Arrival, sign-in and introduction
9:15 AM Vehicle dynamics and performance driving classroom session
10:00 AM Autocross, skid pad & distracted driving vehicle sessions
12:00 PM Lunch
1:00 PM Afternoon classroom session
1:30 PM Mercedes-Benz C250 lead-follow driving session on road course
2:30 PM Mercedes-Benz C250 independent driving sessions on road course
5:00 PM Departure
To sign up for this event, follow this link and pay directly to MSR:
http://msreg.com/mbcoday053015

Event Details:
What: MSR Houston MBCA Track Day
When: Saturday May 30, 2015 @ 9:00am
Where: MSR Houston
1 Performance Dr, Angleton, TX 77515
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10th Annual Centerville GTG
Saturday May 23, 2015
The Tenth Annual Texas Mercedes-Benz Owners' Get Together will be held Saturday, May
23, 2015 in Centerville, TX. This event is open to all who wish to come, whether you're a
MBCA member, or not. Join us for a delicious BBQ lunch at Woody's Smokehouse on the
northbound side of I-45, followed by a show and shine at Fort Boggy State Park, just 4 miles
south of Centerville. Caravans will leave from Houston, DFW, and the Austin area on the
morning of the event. For more info, please contact Joseph Middleton at 713-487-8197, or
texasbenzmeet13@gmail.com.
Houston Caravan departure point:
Cracker Barrel
14765 North Freeway (Exit 63, Airtex Dr. Exit)
Houston, TX 77090
The Houston group will assemble in the section of the Cracker Barrel parking lot closest to
the Holiday Inn Express.
Assemble at 9:45am, depart at 10:15am (Due to ongoing construction of the Grand Parkway
interchange at I-45, this time may change if there are freeway or lane closures that weekend.
Updates will be included in future newsletters).

MBCA Coffee and Cars Meet and Greet
Sunday, April 19th @ 9:00am
Back by popular demand, on Sunday, April 19th Dan Goshorn will be hosting our MBCA Coffee and Cars Meet and Greet at the Starbucks located at 14607 Memorial Dr., in Houston
from 9:00am until 11:00am. Our last Coffee and Cars Meet and Greet in the Spring Valley
Village area was a huge success. Please stop in for a cup of your favorite brew and some
good fellowship with your fellow MBCA friends! For more information, contact Dan Goshorn
at: 832-881-0860.
Dan plans to host this event every Sunday morning from 9am to 11am on the patio of Starbucks. If you’re free for a morning brew, stop by any Sunday morning!
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For Sale
Mercedes-Benz Automobiles, Parts and Accessories
Members: Ads are free to Houston Section members and will run for one month. If you would
like to renew the ad, you must email us and let us know by the first of month. All ads are limited to 100 words and one photo.
Non-members: May post an ad for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts or accessories for
$25.00 per month. Ads for non-members will run for one month. If a non-member wishes to
renew their ad, they must pay an additional $25.00 for each month. All ad fees are due by the
first of the month.
Ads for non Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories will not be accepted.

1982 300D Turbo diesel. 414k mi. Good body and interior, no structural rust. New radiator
and a/c compressor installed in spring 2011. Last serviced by the late MB repair legend,
Helmut Holder. Needs engine repair and paint. Excellent restoration candidate. Vehicle being
sold as-is. Price lowered to $500. For all inquiries, call:
Joseph: (713) 487-8197
E-mail: editorjoseph@gmail.com

Have a Mercedes-Benz automobile or Mercedes-Benz parts or accessories for sale? Email the editor at: mbca.houston@gmail.com with your
text and one photo, per above guidelines.
All information contained in any classified/for sale ad is the sole responsibility of the individual advertiser. The
Houston Star is not responsible for the accuracy or reliability of said information. The Houston Star reserves the
right to review each ad submitted and to reject or discontinue, revise, and/or reclassify any ad at any time for
any reason. Individual advertiser is responsible for all proofreading and verifying of all information of the ad. All
photos submitted must be in digital format; no printed photos will be accepted.

MBCA Houston Section
PO Box 7218
Spring, TX 77387
www.mbcahouston.org

Board of Directors
President
Steve Russell
steverussell2436@comcast.net
713-826-0046
Vice President
Jeremy Wood
jeremy.wood@c3tel.com
713-677-9668
Secretary
Marjorie Russell
marjrussell@comcast.net
832-202-3714
Treasurer
Gerald Grogin
gerrygrogin@att.net
713-667-8979
Board Members
Marvin Boyd
mwboyd@embarqmail.com
281-360-1766
Joseph Middleton
jmiddle122@aol.com
713-487-8197
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com
Dan Goshorn
dgosh28@hotmail.com
Bernard L. Middleton
blmiddleton@aol.com
713-875-0304
Ethan Wood
ethan.wood@eclipsegroupllc.com
Regional Director
Gene Jurick
gjurick@tx.rr.com
972-461-1981
Newsletter Editor
Ali Durvesh
mbca.houston@gmail.com

We’re rebuilding the Houston Section
from the ground up and are always interested in your comments, or suggestions. Please email me at: steverussell2436@comcast.net with suggestions, or comments.
Welcome New Members
Yu Jing Chen
Michael Cicchella
Joe Drago
Oscar Galyin
Matthew Givens
Justin Gordon
Michel Manso De Zuniga
Jason Nix
Michael Soland
Sajid Syed
Frederick Townend
Michael Tran
John Wyckoff

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Charlie Chanara-Tsopon
K Credeur
John Filak
J Garcia
Charles Goolsbee
Leon Hulon
William Jenkins
Zee Klein
Norm Laman
Nina Midway
Thie Rossingh
Robert Stevens
Jan Venegas-Cortes
Some photos used in this newsletter are
by special permission of Daimler AG
The Houston Star is the official publication of the
Houston Section, MBCA, and is provided solely
for the benefit of its members. Opinions and ideas
are for information only. No official authentication
is implied by the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBAG or DBAG. No inference should be made
that the products or services advertised or reported herein have the approval or recommendation of the editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG
or DBAG. Consult an authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for specific applications to your vehicle. Material for publication may be sent to
MBCA Houston Section, PO Box 7128, Spring,
TX 77387. Deadline is the 10th of each month for
the following month’s issue. The editor reserves
the right to edit, and to refuse, any submissions
and/or advertising. Submission of material constitutes permission to publish. Permission to reproduce material original to The Houston Star is
granted provided proper credit is given.

