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Annual Election Event at Churrascos
Join the Houston Section on Saturday October 11th, 2014 at 1pm for our annual election
event at Churrascos restaurant. The restaurant is located in River Oaks at 2055 Westheimer
@ Shepherd, Houston, Texas 77098.
In their private room with a capacity of 25 people, we’ll be electing the new slate of officers
and board members for the 2014-2015 term. After the election we’ll be ordering some great
food for lunch off the menu.
Since the room is limited to 25 people, please RSVP to Steve Russell if you plan to attend at
steverussell2436@comcast.net.
The list of officers and board members slated for election is on page 3.
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President’s Message
Hello Houston Section Members,
We have two exciting events planned for
October… On October 11, at 1:00p.m, the
Houston Section will hold its annual election of
officers and board members for the 2014 – 2015
term, in the private dining room at Churrasco’s in
River Oaks. Immediately following the election,
we will order lunch off the menu and enjoy the
outstanding food at Churrasco’s. The private
dining room at Churrasco’s is limited to a
maximum of twenty-five people. If you are
planning to attend, please RSVP to:
steverussell2436@comcast.net so we can keep
an accurate count on the number of attendees.
On October 25th, Hans Richter and Texas German Autohaus will be hosting
their 21st Annual Mercedes-Benz Club “Oktoberfest” Celebration. This event
has been one the Houston Section’s most popular events for many years.
There will be plenty of German food, German music and German beer! This
event is a great way to get to know your fellow club members and the good
folks at Texas German Autohaus. Special thanks to Hans Richter and
everyone at Texas German Autohaus for hosting this superb event every year.
Check out the article in this newsletter for full details on this event. Cheers!
Steve Russell
President
MBCA- Houston Section

Right: The interior of
the all-new GLA.
Continue to page 5 for
more information!
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Capital Grille Dinner
September 27, 2014
The Houston Section gathered at The Capital Grille on the evening of September 27th for a
wonderful meal, time to socialize, and a great informative talk, courtesy of our special guest
speaker Bill Sloan. If you missed it, you missed out on a great time enjoyed by all who
attended.
After a sumptuous meal courtesy of the multiple award winning Capital Grille, our guest
speaker Bill Sloan stood up to speak from his 40 years of experience in the automotive
services industry. Bill is the General Manager of the AutoNation Collision Center in North
Houston, one of only two body shops in Houston to be certified by Mercedes-Benz and
BMW. He informed the audience what it means to be certified by MB, why it’s important,
and what it takes to obtain and maintain that certification. He also explained our rights as
insurance policy holders, such as the right to select the repair shop of our choosing.
After the interesting and informative talk courtesy of Bill, various door prizes from the
Mercedes Collection were given away. A great time was had by all.
The Houston Section would like to personally thank Bill Sloan and his wife for coming out to
our event and imparting great knowledge on those who attended.
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TGA Oktoberfest
October 25, 2014
Texas German Autohaus and the MBCA Houston Section would like to invite
you to the 21st annual TGA Oktoberfest on October 25th at 10am.
German food. German beer. German music. German cars. It will all be there.
This legendary event is very popular and for good reason. Hans Richter, owner
of TGA, has graciously hosted this event for over two decades now. In addition
to all the aforementioned goodies, there will also be outstanding door prizes
handed out.
We can’t wait to see you and
your family there!

Event Details:
21st Annual TGA Oktoberfest
When: Saturday October 25, 2014 at 10am
Where: TGA – 3417 Edloe St. Houston, TX 77027
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Review: The All New GLA
By Joseph Middleton

Last month, I told you about my experience test driving the 2015 CLA45 AMG during the
Mercedes-Benz Evolution Tour’s stop in Houston. During the same test drive session in
August, I also had the opportunity to test drive the new GLA250 4MATIC. The GLA-class is
the newest addition to the Mercedes-Benz US lineup. Though the GLA is classified by
Mercedes-Benz as an SUV, I expect many people will refer to the GLA as a crossover due
to its ‘not quite a car, not quite an SUV’ looks. The GLA is positioned below the GLK in the
Mercedes-Benz lineup, which like its C-class platform mate, has climbed the model ladder
and is no longer the entry level Mercedes-Benz SUV. The GLA shares its platform with the
CLA, which in turn is derived from the A-class and B-class platforms. The main competition
for the GLA are the similarly sized and similarly priced BMW X1, Audi Q3, Range Rover
Evoque, and Lincoln MKC. Like its platform mate CLA250 4MATIC, the front wheel drive
GLA250 is powered by a 208 hp 2.0L turbocharged 4-cylinder gas engine, connected to a 7
speed automatic dual band transmission, which provides power to all four wheels thanks to
4MATIC. Though figures weren’t readily available, the GLA250 4MATIC should provide fuel
economy similar to the CLA250 4MATIC’s estimated 26 mpg city/38 mpg highway. Like the
CLA, the GLA is aimed at a younger demographic than your average Mercedes-Benz
owner. To give you an idea of who Mercedes-Benz is aiming for, Mercedes-Benz and
Nintendo have a partnership with commercials featuring Nintendo mascot and video game
icon, Mario, driving the GLA in commercials for the Japanese market.
Continued on page 6
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Review: The All New GLA
Continued from page 5
The GLA250 4MATIC that I test drove
was a shade of brown both inside and
outside that invoked memories of the
Manganese Brown Mercedes-Benzes
of the late 70s and early 80s. The
exterior and interior color combination
would’ve looked right at home on a
1982 300SD or a 1979 280E. The
official name for the exterior color is
Cocoa Brown Metallic, while the interior
is simply referred to as brown leather.
In a world of silver, black, and beige
vehicles, it’s refreshing to see a
different color being offered for a
change.
My initial impression upon sitting in the GLA was that it was very similar to its CLA stable
mate. The only differences are that you’re sitting a few inches higher, and the cabin is
slightly taller, meaning your rear occupants will find a bit more headroom than the CLA.
Maneuvering around the parking lot felt much more sedate in the GLA than in the CLA45
AMG, though that was to be expected. The powertrain, suspension and steering in this case
are tuned for comfort, though there is a sport mode available. The steering and suspension
feel make the GLA feel larger and more substantial than it really is. There’s less road feel
and the steering is kind of numb, but it’s not as numb as a 1984 Oldsmobile 98 Regency.
The size and handling of the GLA made it feel like the right kind of vehicle that’s nimble
enough for navigating around town, though it felt as if it would also be right at home on the
open highway on long trips. Though the rear seats fold down, there’s not much room for
rear stowage when compared to the GLK or the E-class wagon. That may not be a problem
if you’re carrying more packages than people, but pack light if you intend to pile the family in
the GLA and go on a road trip.
I’ll admit, I’m not a big fan of front wheel drive vehicles, but in the short time I was behind
the wheel, the GLA appeared to be an adequate vehicle. My only wish is that a diesel
variant would be made available in the United States. I asked the Mercedes-Benz
representative present during the test drive if a diesel variant would be available in the
United States anytime soon, but the representative did not know of any plans for a diesel
variant to be sold in the United States. The GLA250 4MATIC starts at a base price of
$34,225. Mercedes-Benz expects the GLA to be a big seller, and believes the supply for the
US market will be tight once it hits dealerships later this fall. I don’t think Mercedes-Benz will
have any problem selling the GLA in the Houston market. In the next few months, I suspect
you may not be able to walk through a shopping center parking lot without seeing a GLA in
your line of sight.
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“For Sale”
Mercedes-Benz Automobiles, Parts and Accessories
Members: Ads are free to Houston Section members and will run for one month. If you
would like to renew the ad, you must email us and let us know by the first of month. All ads
are limited to 100 words and one photo.
Non-members: May post an ad for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts or accessories for
$25.00 per month. Ads for non-members will run for one month. If a non-member wishes to
renew their ad, they must pay an additional $25.00 for each month. All ad fees are due by
the first of the month.
Ads for non Mercedes-Benz automobiles, parts, or accessories will not be accepted.

1982 300D Turbo diesel. 414k mi. Good body and interior, no structural rust. New
radiator and a/c compressor installed in spring 2011. Serviced by MB guru, Helmut
Holder. Needs engine repair and paint. Excellent restoration candidate. Vehicle being
sold as-is. Price Lowered $900.00 OBO For all inquiries, call Joseph. 713-487-8197.
E-mail: editorjoseph@gmail.com.

Have a Mercedes-Benz automobile or Mercedes-Benz parts or
accessories for sale? Email the editor at: ali.durvesh@gmail.com with
your text and one photo, per above guidelines.
All information contained in any classified/for sale ad is the sole responsibility of the individual advertiser. The
Houston Star is not responsible for the accuracy or reliability of said information. The Houston Star reserves the
right to review each ad submitted and to reject or discontinue, revise, and/or reclassify any ad at any time for
any reason. Individual advertiser is responsible for all proofreading and verifying of all information of the ad. All
photos submitted must be in digital format; no printed photos will be accepted.
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Wings and Wheels
November 15, 2014 @ 11am-1pm
Join the Houston Section in November for Wings and Wheels at the 1940 Air Terminal
Museum at Hobby Airport, located at 8325 Travelair
Street, Houston, TX 77061. The 1940 Air Terminal
Museum has a long history, first serving as the
Houston Municipal Airport’s terminal from 1940 to
1954, and later used by various tenants until its
abandonment in 1978.
Fortunately, the Art Deco landmark escaped
demolition plans in the late 70s and in 1988; the
building was selected for preservation by the City of
Houston. In 1998, the Houston Aeronautical Society
was formed to save and restore the terminal, and
the 1940 Air Terminal Museum opened its doors to
the public on January 9, 2004. Houston Section members will have a chance to show off
their cars in the parking lot reserved just for Houston Section Club members and their cars
and Club members will receive free admission to the museum.
Food will be available for purchase from Flaming Patties http://www.flamingpatties.com/, a
food truck specializing in gourmet hamburgers. So, mark your calendars and join us for this
fun, family friendly event. We’ll see you there!

MBCA Houston Section
PO Box 7218
Spring, TX 77387
www.mbcahouston.org

We’re rebuilding the Houston Section
from the ground up and are always
interested in your comments, or
suggestions. Please email me at:
steverussell2436@comcast.net with
suggestions, or comments.

Board of Directors
President
Steve Russell
steverussell2436@comcast.net
713-826-0046
Secretary
Marjorie Russell
marjrussell@comcast.net
832-202-3714
Treasurer
Gerald Grogin
gerrygrogin@att.net
713-667-8979
Board Members
Marvin Boyd
mwboyd@embarqmail.com
281-360-1766
Joseph Middleton
Jmiddle122@aol.com
713-487-8197
Jeremy Wood
jeremy.wood@c3tel.com
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com
Dan Goshorn
dgosh28@hotmail.com

Regional Director
Gene Jurick
gjurick@tx.rr.com
972-461-1981
Newsletter Editor
Ali Durvesh
ali.durvesh@gmail.com

Welcome New Members
Juan Alonso
Donna Mae Finch
David King
Niels Petersen

Mark Atkins
Stephanie Hansz
John Lee
Sharon Rose

Thank You for Renewing
Your Membership
Dena Biagas
Gus Godchaux
Joseph Middleton John Shasteen
Patricia Stewart
Nancy White
H Dick Tjeenk Willink

Some photos used in this newsletter are
by special permission of Daimler AG
The Houston Star is the official publication of
the Houston Section, MBCA, and is provided
solely for the benefit of its members.
Opinions and ideas are for information only.
No official authentication is implied by the
editor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or
DBAG. No inference should be made that
the products or services advertised or
reported herein have the approval or
recommendation of the editor/publisher,
MBCA, MBNA, MBAG or DBAG. Consult an
authorized dealer or qualified mechanic for
specific applications to your vehicle. Material
for publication may be sent to MBCA
Houston Section, PO Box 7128, Spring, TX
77387. Deadline is the 10th of each month
for the following month’s issue. The editor
reserves the right to edit, and to refuse, any
submissions and/or advertising. Submission
of material constitutes permission to publish.
Permission to reproduce material original to
The Houston Star is granted provided proper
credit is given.

